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INTRODUCTION

In 2024, academic and social life in the Department of Anthropology and African Studies (ifee
busy as ever. On 16 February, the department organised a memorable farewell conferenc
ADeal i ng with Heritage. On Thi n-iaria Bravdstettet. i ©
Anne, who retired at the end of March, has served the department in a variety of roles over tl
years. She was a lecturer, curator of the ethnographic collection, and director of studies. Her
dedication to the department were celebrated in a festive gathering that brought together curre
mer students and colleagues from a range of fields, including anthropology of things, museum ¢
memory studies. In June,leglfion of the Anthropology of Music Master Class and Lecture Serie:
hosted by Prof Markus Verne and his team. This year, the Summer School was graced by F

Stokes (Kingds Coll ege, London), who gave t
raphy and the Environment al Turno. The end
chiveds Summer Party with fantastic perfor
2024 AMA Arti st i n Residence. The internat
place at the African Music Archives in November. Organized bfuticedpBfect KOSTIMA,
which focubegemoniicovoatees in music archiwv

mon ground for the threepsajects involved (Mainz, Hannover, Hildesheim). The ifeas team, who
search focuses on Congolese popular music and its hidden political messages, consists of
Dorsch, Antonia Fendt, and Prof Nico Nassenstein. The end of the year was marked by the s
ASorting People into Kinds: Perspectives 0]
entiation, which hosts three subprojects led by members of our department. This major event
from 5 to 7 December and featured internationally renowned keynote speakers Anthony Appi
Alondra Nelson (Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton), Loic Wacquant (UC Berkeley) ar
Zerubavel (Rutgers University).

APol icing as a Practice of Categorisationo

search Foundation (DFG). Dr Jan Beek and his team, consisting of Prof Thomas Bierschenk &
Etse, want to understand how actors categorize each other in everyday policing interactions, i.e
and surveillance actions in public spaces, and what effects the respective categories have on t
tions. Prof Heike Drotbohm represents the ifeas in the Leibniz ScienceCampus RECOMENT,

i naugurated in 2024. This initiative deal s
Met hods, Narratives, and Theorieso and wil

within the next few years. The interdisciplinary research group CEDITRAA, jointly led by collec
GU Frankfurt and our department, has received a new grant from the German Federal Ministry
tion and Research (BMBF) to continue 1ts r
mation in Africa and Ajrajeatin Maimeis led by dtofivViatthiast Knings
and includes Prof Nassenstein, Dr Rashid Jeduah, Artemis Saleh, Dr Tom Simmert and Dr Us

mand a. Four research projects were successH
es in Africao (funded jointly by the DFG a
ACi nema Narration I n East Af r i cPaacdtice( Affect) Meand
bership of Far Right I nternet Communicati or

i n Burkina Fasoo (funded jointly by the DFC(

Several members of staff and former students received awards, prizes and honorary appointme
ous kinds: Dr Franziska Reiffen received the dissertation prize from the Faculty of History ar
Studies for her thesis AThe Soci al Life of
mertoés dissertation ACreating Afrobeat s: Di



Foundation Prize for Outstanding Dissertations. Prof Drotbohm was invited by the Universidade
do Rio de Janeiro (UERJ) to spend October 2024 as a visiting professor in Rio, Brazil, where
AMarcadores Sociais da Diferen-ao. Th®r se
Anthropology at our department in 2009, was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Dem
public of Congo in May 2024.

Once again, our department proved to be on
and exchanges. At the beginning of the year, Prof Franziska Fay arranged the signing of a nev
the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. In April, Prof Fay was appointed as the new coo
JGU's partnership with Rwanda. In this capacity, she facilitated the renewal of the MoU betwee
the University of Rwanda, which was signed by JGU Vice President ProSg&telfiam thidleres-
ence of Prof Charles Kabwete, Dean of the School of Governance, Development and Society, L
Rwanda. On 29 October, our department and the State ChancelleryRai&imaelgaotly hosted

a screening of the film AReclaiming Histor)
cellery.

Among the numerous international visitors who came to the department as guests, collaborato
lows were Prof Ibrahima Wane (Université Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar), Prof Léon Tsambu (Un
Kinshasa), Elie Mbemba Musengi and Richard Ntaka Bosenge (Musées Universitaires de Kins
Paul Ugor (University of Waterloo), Dr. Usaku Wammanda (Pan Atlantic University Lagos), Dr |
razza Padovani (Universidade de Campinas, Brazil), Dr Jean Paul Ngoboka and Prof Charle:
(University of Rwanda), Prof Daisuke Shinagawa and Dr Makoto Furumoto (Tokyo University
Studies), Dr Rowland Amaefula (Alex Ekwueme Federal Uniuglikity Nidefig), the griots Dembo
Jobarteh and his daughter Sally Jobarteh from The Gambia, the singer and songwriter Temm
from Nigeria, and the poet, musician, and songwriter 1key (Eric Ngangare) from Rwanda.

The department was joined by new staff members Corinna di Stefano, Rachel Etse, Antonia |
Knipping, Dr Jeannett Martin, and Britta Will. Among the staff members who left the department
new positions el sewhere were kebnem Al tunk
the University of Cologne, Dr Cassis Kilian, now at GU Frankfurt, Dr Franziska Reiffen, nc
Studienstiftung, Bonn, Friederike Vigeland, who became the coordinator of municipal developmn
city of Ingelheim, and Dr Solomon Waliaula, who resumed his duties as Associate Professor o
at Masai Maara University, Kenya.

Our dear <coll eague Prof Ute R°schenthaler |
lost an outstanding scholar whose extensive body of work encompasses books and articles in t
economic, legal, social and media anthropology, as well as memory culture and migration stuc

i nclude internationally acclaimed studies
t ual property rights in Africa (ACopyright
China's Tea Tradeo, AA History of Mal i ' s N

uct histories, advertising and photography. As an accomplished ethnographer, she worked in ¢
Mali and Nigeria, and her transregional research took her to China, Malaysia and South Korea.

many doctoral students she has supervised in Mainz, Frankfurt and Yaoundé are students fron
Cameroon and Nigeria. The Department of Anthropology and African Studies and the Departn
cial and Cultural Anthropology at GU Frankfurt organized a memorial for Ute on 2 June 2024
DFGf unded research project, AnAfrican Trader

leadership of Dr Jeannett Martin, who joined the Department in October.

Matthias Krings
Head of Department
February 2025



ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN STUDIES

The Department of Anthropology and African Studies (ifeas) at the JGU Mainz is an interdiscipli
tion which covers a broad spectrum of both research and teaching activities. These include soci
religious and economic anthropology, transnational and humanitarian studies, the politics and s
development, media and visual anthropology, modern popular culture, aesthetics as well as Af
tures, African music, theater and film and the languages of Africa.

The departmentds faculty includes the follc
Heike DrotbohrfAnthropology of African diaspora and transnationalism)
Franziska FagAnthropology with a focus on political anthropology) (Junior Professor)
Matthias KringéAnthropology and African popular culture)
Carola Lent¢Anthropology) (Senior Research Professor)
Nico NassensteifiAfrican languages and linguistics)
Markus VerngAnthropology with a focus on aesthetics)

In additiotjelmut Asche honorary professor at the department.

Degree programs offered at the department

The department currently offers a Master o
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Anthropology (Al
cationo and a Ph. D. (Promoti on) i n Ant hr or
(AAfri kanisti ko). It is also involved in t|
guistics by teaching the module African Lirt

The focus of the curriculum and research program is on contemporary Africa and its entangle
other world regions. Teaching and research go hand in hand, and advanced students are active
in research projects. Cooperation with African universities and collaboration with African colleag
central role in all these endeavors.

B. A. oAfri kani sche Sprachen, Medi en und Kor
munication)

https://www.ifeas-oma@inz.de/studium/studiengaenge/afrikaprsctireemedierundkommunikation
b-a/

The B. A. program AAfrican Languages, Medi a
tive of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies with the Department of African
(Institut fur Afrikanistik) at Goethe University Frankfurt. Its central focus is the practical training
can languages, one of them over the course of two years. In addition, it links African linguistic:
vant sociolinguistic issues and topics of digital and intercultural communication.
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B. A. OEt hnol ogi e6 (Anthropol ogy)
https://www.ifeas-omdinz.de/ethnolotia-ab20222 3aktuell/

The thregear program focuses on the diversity of contemporary cultural and social practices an
provide students with a thorough grounding in the methods, theory, and history of anthropo
search. While enabling students to explore
gional focus is on Africa (south of the Sahara). It integrates the concerns, approaches and mett
thropology, sociology, history, literary studies, media studies, cultural studies, and linguistics
have plenty of scope to develop and pursue their own thematic interests.

M. A. OEthnologie des Gl obalend (Anthropol oc

https://www.ifeas-omrdinz.de/studium/studiengaenge/ethdekmjabalema/

The tweyear program offers reseanemted training in anthropology. It is closely connected with
department s main research interests and t|
and numerous academic staff, the Ethnographic Collection, the Jahn Library for African Litera
the African Music Archives. The program combines a broad engagement with the areas, the
methods of anthropology on an advanced level in the context of a student research project, suy
member s of t he department s academic staff,
cific topic, plan and carry out fieldwork as well as processing, analyzing, interpreting and prese
data. In the course of student research projects, relevant anthropological research methods ar
and practiced.

B. A. oLinguistik mit Schwerpunkt Afri kani s
guages and Linguistics)

https://www.linquistik.foOmamz.de/Haqgquistik/

The B. A, ALi ngui sti ko wi tydar ssgyemodgramloffercd ltyithe De-

partment of English and Linguistics in cooperation with the section of African Languages and

within the Department of Anthropology and African Studies. The specialization within the B.A. [
cuses on the reconstruction and analysis of similarities across the four language phyla of Africa
offer a broad approach to Africa as a field of linguistic research, students study the different ge
areas and their specific linguistic features. Apart from classificatory systems of African language
development, the focus lies on insights into phonological as well as structural phenomena (suc
class systems, verbal extensions, word order, etc.). The program offers the whole range of Afric
tics, covering the transcription of languages, their morphosyntactic structures, language contac
as well as processes of linguistic change.
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Publications of the department

The department publishes the series fAMainze
Franziska Fay, Matthias Krings, Nico Nassenstein, Anja Oed, and Markus Verne; Cologne: Rudi
https://www.ifeas-m@inz.de/publikatio2émainzeveitraegeurafrikaforschung/

Furthermore, the department publishes an online series of workihgisagiere des Instituts

fur Ethnologie und Afrikastudien der Johannes Gutehlmevgrsitat MainaNVorking Papers of the
Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg Uhiyessity Mair
www.ifeas.umiainz.de/publikatio@éarbeitspapiexeVanaging editors: Friederike Vigeland (till Febru
ary), Martin Budel (since March 2024). In 2024, 5 new working papers were published:

Cassis Kilian. Aesthetics of the Raw. The Tricky Relationship between Humour &aghéxstbénticity
the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg 20@versity M

Leo Sibomana, John Doldo IV and Matthias Brack. Kinyarwanda. An Integr&taeefspopfdabeh.
Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg Q@ikersity Main:

Ulrich Kleinewillinghofer. Diar@e und die Ver@prachen und desdt o . KI assenspr
baDuru am oberen Benue und ihre Beziehungen zum Gur. Ein Bericht (with an English pre
appendixPapers of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gt
University Maif@8.

Konstanze NO6Guessan. Only Playing? Pdapbsodgr :
the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg 209versity M

Heike Drotbohm. Shake it, stretch it, share it. Moving Reflexivities beyBagdvsgoatiom.Depart-
ment of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg UgiM&rsity Mainz


https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/mainzer-beitraege-zur-afrikaforschung/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/

Research facilities in the department

The departmentds research facilities inclu
faculty as well as to other researchers:

il

=A = =4 =4

a departmental librargBereichsbibliothek Ethnologie und Afrikastudien), which complement
holdings of the university library and comprises approximately 50,000 volumes as well as
journals.

theJahn Library for African Literatu{@ahrBibliothek fir afrikanische Literaturen)
theAfrican Music Archivdgrchiv fur die Musik Afrikas)
theEthnographic Collectiqithnografische Studiensammlung)

a video archive (https://www.ifeas-ominz.de/archiaerinstitufuerethnologieind
afrikastudien/videoargheamprising ethnographic films, documentaries on African cultures
societies and on current events in the region as well as music clips and African films and 1
tations.

the Online Archive: African Independence Daytps://www.ifeas-ordinz.de/archiaat
instittfuerethnologtandafrikastudien/ontibédarchrafrikanischenabhaenqgigkeitsfeigrn/
which provides users with full digital access to more than 20,000 images as well as data c
collaborative research on the Independence Days in twelve African countries.

the Archive: West African Settlement Histiryps://www.blogs-onainz.de/fbéféaseng/
departmentalchives/archiwestafricarsettlemedtistory/ comprising more than 6,000 pages
of notes, transcriptions, and translations relating to almost 800 interviews conducted with
ders, earth priests, and village chiefs in the border regions of Burkina Faso and Ghana, &
further documents from various regional archives.

theLeo Stappers Archiyattps://www.ifeas-omdinz.de/lestappersrchiyy/ provides access to
thousands of unique manuscripts and grammars from the Cong® 1R&€ih itBoH focus on

the Kasai region; the archive comprises the former research library of the first Professor
Philology (197¥077) as well as archival material by missionaries Camille Francois Van R
Egide de Boeck and former colleagumsialh$Vveier.

Since 1 November 2022, the systematic archiving of correspondence and research docum
the Erika Sulzmann estate by a research assistant has created the hi&sisgdor the
Forschungsarchiv Maif€ongo Research Archive Mainz), financed by the Sulzmann Found:
JGU Mainz.

A sample of AMA vinyl records.
Photo:Thomas Hartmann.
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Jahn Library for African Literatures

The Jahn Library for African Litergtupegwww.jaltibliothek.ifeas smmainz.deholds a unique col-
lection of literary works in more than ninety languages. It is one of the earliest and most comy
research facilities for African literatures worldwide. It evolved from the private collection of Janlt
(19181973), whose interest in African literature arose during a public talk by the Senegalese
politician Léopold Sédar Senghor in Frankfurt in 1951. For the rest of his life, Jahn not only coll
can literature but also translated and edited literary works by African writers, compiled bibliogre
reference books, and published widely on African literature and culture. In this way, he signifi
hanced public awareness of African literature in Gefiratngy @me when works by African writers
written in one of the colonial languages were still largely regarded as offshoots of the respective
national literaturiealso contributed to the global acknowledgement of African literature across lir
boundaries. Recently, a series of reels on Ib Zongos graphic biography of Janheinz Jahn was
on instagrarht{ps://www.instagram.com/ifeas )mHwezJahn Library is headed by Anja Oed.

Il n December 20214, the Jahn Library organis
Wol e Soyi nka. Ein Film von Vera Botterbusc
ence of the filmmaker, followed by a discussion. The event was fundeWhyaimd/iEHest-Foun-
dation.

Jahn-Bibliothek
fur afrikanische Literaturen

Institut fir Ethnologle und Afrikastudien &,
Johannes Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz Y

Eine Kindheit in Nigeria
Wole Soyinka

Ein Film von Vera Botterbusch mit und iiber Wole Soyinka

Wole Soyinka - Schriftsteller, Humanist, Freiheitskampfer und Umweltaktivist— wurde 1986 als erster
Afrikaner mit dem Nobelpreis fiir Literatur ausgezeichnet. Der Film erzahit von seiner Kindheit in
Nigeria, die Soyinka mit viel Humor in seiner Autobiographie Aké beschrieben hat. Fir die

Dreharbeiten kehrte Soyinka 1999 aus dem amerikanischen Exil an Orte seiner Kindheit in Nigeria
zuriick.

Der Film (45 Min., BR 2000) wird in Anwesenheit der Regisseurin erstmalig in Mainz gezeigt.
Mit anschlieBender Diskussion.

Montag, 9. Dezember 2024
18:00 (s.t.)

Infobox
Johannes Gutenberg-Universitit Mainz
Jakob-Welder-Weg 9 \

Mit finanzieller Unterstiitzung der Ernst-Wilhelm-Muller-Stiftung ifeas || maarretoions

2 wobs A8
Z 0 N
5 R

Public screening. Photo: Sophia Wimmer.
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African Music Archivé&MA)

Established in 1991, the AMAGs <coll ection
reeftoreel tapes, vinyl singles, vinyl LPs, music cassettes, CDs,-0BS andl€dv/Ds. Since 2010,
when Hauke Dorsch joined as the AMAG6s dire
and digitizing the records, cataloguing the collection, acquainting students with African music th
bitions, workshops and courses, and reaching out to the scientific community through confer
workshops and to a wider public via old and new media. The collection continues to be extendec

In 2024, the AMA organized a number of exciting concerts. On 16 and 17 February, Rwandar
rapper, Eric 1key Ngangare performed at the Bali Bistro on campus and as a closing event for A
stetter 0s fiandatwaféneck. tH®usdd ¢he aahicestagirations of his style of hip

hop in the framework of our recently established Artist in Residence program. On 5 June, the
jazz band Ralahdéd Trio performed at the Schc
part of our Artists in Residence program, Nigerian composer, songwriter and singer Temmie C
searched the archives for four weeks and played a set basagiradrhistorical recordings on 28

June. Following her performance the Nigerian Band Bantu gave their concert, promoting their le

AWhat | s Your Breaking Point?0 Closing the
On 17 July, kora virtuoso Dembo Jobarteh performed music from the traditional Mandinka rep
spoke about performing both in West Africa
formance theory. The happy ones who attend:¢
ment al and intense concert on 12 December

lkeyobs, all performances were funded by t he

In order to reach out to audiences beyond Mainz, journalist and music producer Jean Trouillet
Dorsch continued their successful collaborative program in the frame of the Globalwize music st
dio X, Frankfurt. The shows included an interview with famous novelist Ilija Trojanow, the recor
lkeybds | ive performance on campus, an inter
African music history, a new format which will be followed by many more shows, an obituary to |
master Toumani Diabaté, an introduction to African American political songs by Ifeas stude
Thomas, and an interview ofApattheid activist and jazz producer Jirgen Leinhos. The shows
available amixcloud.com/Gredqaios. 441, 447, 449, 454, 457, 459, 461 and 464, respectively).

Human rights lay
yer Anafee Fran
nick and visual art
Benjamin Dob0 rgss
searched our colle
tions for the use
their trans med
proj ect
f ragme n t -
AMAO s C = oo
was hugely exten

ed through the a
quisition of Zambi#s
shellac and acetg[f* P>
records and son-elEEE g / : N
donations to thestefan Schneider, Carina Khorkhordina, Garth Erasmus and Peter Thiessen performing at
archives. AMA lounge. Photo: Hauke Dorsch.

o !
/|

75k


https://www.mixcloud.com/Greedio/

Ethnographic Collection

Dr . Eri ka Sul zmann started t he httdseé/\pvavibibgsenn t ¢
mainz.de/fbéftaseng/ethnograpluiallectioh/In 1948, she became the first lecturer of anthropology
the newly established Institut fur Volkerkunde at the JGU and immediately began building up
graphic collection. From 1951 to 1954, she spent more than two years in the Belgian Congo (r
cratic Republic of Congo), carrying out fieldwork among the Ekonda and Bolia in the equatoria
together with Ernst Wilhelm Mdller, who was a Ph.D. student in anthropology at the time. The
more than 500 objects, which formed the or]
stantly expanded the collections during her eight subsequent research travels to the Congo bet
and 1980.

Today, the collections encompass about 2,900 objects, mainly from Central and West Africa, bl
Australi a, Papua New Guinea, and from other
in teaching. Students learn how to handle ethnographic objects according to ethical consideratic
conserve them, and how to design small exhibitions aroundNteTa. Brandstetter was the curator

of the Ethnographic Collection from 1992 to March 2024. From April to June 2024, Lena Scheibi
charge of the collection. In July 2024, Bianca Baumann took over the responsibility for the collec

In 2024 we welcomed many visitors to the collection, among others students from other depa
Mainz university and guests at our department, and visited museums to exchange about the coll

As partofthethieay program fATransmi ssion t h128daguh T
ary), some of the participating artists and scholars visited the Ethnographic Collection on 2¢
where they discussed the cultural belongings and archival materials, as well as the field wor
Sulzmann in the 1950s in the former Belgian colony of Congo.

From left to right: Sarah van Lamsweerde, Esther Mu %
bi, Franck Moka, Mosalizi Nizar Saleh, Anne Brandstg '.\,.“
Lena Scheibinger, Fundi Mwamba Gustave, Isaac Sahani

Dato and Marléne Harles. Photo: Sarah van Lamsweerlc_ireo.m left to right: Franck Moka, Emmanuelle Nsunda,

Marlene Harles, Esther Mugambi, Mosalizi Nizar Saleh,
Anne Brandstetter and Lena Scheibinger. Photo: Isaac
Sahani Dato.
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As part of the Global Days at the Otto Schott Gymnasium in Mainz, a group of students visited
graphic Collection in July. The group learned about the methods of provenance research by exa
tural objects translocated from Cameroon during the colonial period and took a closer look at
raphies of individual objects. The practical workshop was complemented by thematic contributic
ous translocation contexts and current restitution debates.

From left to right: Elie Mbemba Musengi, Richard Ntaka
Bosenge and Lena Scheibinger. Photo: Bianca Baumann

From 18 to 22 November, Richard Ntaka Bosenge and Elie Mbemba Musengi, curators and res:
the Ethnographic Department of the University Museums of the University of Kinhasa, were invi
the Ethnographic Collection. The focus of their visit was to discuss cultural artefacts that Erika
acquired during her research trips to the Democratic Republic of Congo. Following the visit to
tion, a transfer of knowledge between the departments was agreed upon.

On 2 December, Bianca Baumann antllZma&randstetter welcomed the participants of the semil
Al nt er di s-kolopidle Medienkulturen Ifhgereake Sammlungen, Spuren und Reste in Ar
und Museeno (winter term 2024/ 25) by Mona V
toral researcher and lecturer in Media and Culture Studies at the university of Mainz. On the b
royal treasures from the kingdom of Nso' in Cameroon and the Old Treasures of the First Aust
ples, they illustrated what ethnological provenance research entails.

From left to right: Advteria Brandstetter ant
Bianca Baumann. Photo: Mona Wischhofi
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InJune, AnAMdar i a Brandstetter organi zed a ovkulwri t
und Natur des s¢dl i0QlIrebmary2026)iinkhe Maseutn 2Viesbadlan: Thé ¢
rator of the exhibition, Andy Reymann (provenance researcher, coordinator for the Hessian net
Yvonne Finzler (research associate at Museum Wiesbaden) explained how the exhibition had &
oped and guided Bianca BaumannManaaBrandstetter, Lena Scheibinger, Victoria Stein and Hal
Jotzo through the two sections on nature and culture (4 June).

In July, Bianca Baumann, Maraa Brandstetter, Axel Brandstetter, Lena Scheibinger and-Niclas
Jung visited tiAfgharestari cobnedbdoumine niicSotuuntt tegr dR8 JuB)7  J
at the LindeMu s eum Stuttgart. The exhibition, cur
themudi ayered connections between Stuttgart,
bition also displayed cultural objects that had been acquired during the Stuttgart Badakhshan e
1962/63. Some of the objects were intended for the Ethnographic Collection in Mainz and were
to the LindeWiuseum in exchange in 1971. Duringlépehinour of the exhibition, Annette Kramer ex
plained how the exhibition was developed |
StuttgaitAf ghani stano since 2019 (10 July).

A cultural object from the collection played a prominent role in an exhibition at the Kunsthalle M
per <Ccross, mo st l i kely from the Katanga r e
Baloji inviteso from 27 October 2023 to 11

Copper cross, by a craftsman not known to us tc
probably Katanga region (Democratic Republic ¢
Congo), c. 1900 / purchased in 1979 by Erika S
mann in Butala, a village on the Sankuru
(BaShoowad, subgroup in the Kingdom of Kuba)
entered in 1990 in the Ethnographic Collection,
hannes Gutenberg University Maisix. [dGU

ES 3083. Photo: Aiharia Brandstetter.

Objects from the university collections ha\
tion, listening and meeting space in the connecting area between the Central Library and the Ge
Building, since the winter semester of 2023/24.

On 8 February, Victoria Stein gave a presentation on the displayed objects of the Bwiti religior
acquired in 1917 in Libreville (Gabon) by the then doctoral student Irene Loffler. In the early 197
thropologist from Mainz brought back from her research in Gabon some 70 objects of the Bwiti
had previously been confiscated in the capital Libreville. Stein explained how the figures and ©
sented in the showcase provide an insight into this religion, which combines elements with Chris
tations with various aspects of local religious traditions.

From 17 September to 13 iQxpteonb exo,l Itehcet i eoxnhsiob i
tural artefacts from the Ethnographic Collection. The display was part of the Open Science Fes
and 18 September and was curated by Lisa Roemer and Judith Blume. Based on three the
presentati oinOpfe@pedol 3 xcicenmens o gave an insig
collections of the three RMiam universities. The three cultural artefacts of the Ethnographic Colls
were embedded in the presentation of how university collections create access, transparency ar
tion for collections from colonial contexts.
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ExhibitionOpe®©@olkec- sci ence
tionsd by Lisa Roemer an
Photo: Lisa Roemer.

On 30 October, on the ATag der Sammlungeno

ASammlungsschaukasteno. Since then, a sele
Dayso research projects have been on displ
and 2019, ifeas carried out two major research projects on the independence jubilees in twel
countries. The Ethnographic Collection has received around 150 merchandise articles with acc
documentation. The objects form a unique collection of everyday items that often receive little a
ter the celebrations. They refer to the col
a sovereign natistate.

On the occasion of the n
Collections) Lena Scheibinger offered a guided tour

the Ethnographic Coll ecti
tor in die Vitrinen (Fro
she presented cultural artefacts acquired by Erika St
zmann and Ernst Wil hel m |
go Expeddildbd) o théeqgyatbrinlTainforest of

% then Belgian Congo. A specific focus was put on objec
associated with the Nkumu, the pdditgialis head of

- a village, and the collection division between Mainz al
the Musée de la Vie indigéene in Léopoldville (today Ki
shasa) in 1953.

Presentation at the fiTag der Sammlungenhi.
Photo: Bianca Baumann . 13




The digitization of the collection that was started in 2021 was continued by our team with our re
sistants (M.A. student Victoria Stein as well as B.A. students-NinaNdoGfaire Fischer), Lisa
Marie Roemer, coordinator of the JGU Mainz university collections, Larissa Arlt, photographer
vicezentrum Digitalisierung und Fotodokumentation (University Library Mainz) and the curators
lection (AnAdaria Brandstetter, Lena Scheibinger and Bianca Baumann). As of December 202
object data are available i n the wuniversit
been digitized. The editing of the metadata and the digitization has been made possible with -
funding by the Ernst Wilhelm Mdller Foundation.

In December 2024, a new digitization project was launched. The aim of the project is to make
tion, which was acquired by the founding mother of the collection, available on the research platf
erbe Rheinlasifalz. This will make it possible to share the knowledge contained in the collectior
review the colonial legacy of the collection.

In June 2024, the directors of ethnographic and world cultures museums and colleetions in
speaking countries published the Zurich Declaration. In this declaration, the potential of ethnog
world cultures museums and collections was brought to the attention of the public, politicians a
dia in the context of growing global nationalism and cidaga/Braadstetter and Bianca Baumann,
as representatives of the Ethnographic Collection in Mainz, supportedhtis itntiativdeas-uni
mainz.de/files/2024/06/20#% cheErklaerunf-final. pdf

Since theDay of Provenance Research in April 2022, the commemorative head for a deceas
from the Kingdom of Benin (Nigeria) has been on display at the Landesmuseum, where it is we
turn to Nigeria. All legal conditions for the return of the Benin bronze have been met by the stat
landPalatinate. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Berlin is now responsible for the restitution. F
longer will the commemorative head have to wait?

While waiting in the museum, the commemorative head is delighted by the many interested vis
May, the Luxembaoheged artist Uyi N@3dia(https://www.artbyuno.gomio was born and grew up

in Benin City (Nigeria), and his partner Alessandra Ferraro showed their respect for the comn
head.

From left to right: Advhearia Brand-
stetter, Agnes Cibura (museum educa-
tor at the Landesmuseum Mainz), Uyi
NosaOdia and Alessandra Ferraro.
Photo: AnAdlaria Brandstetter .

At the end of the year, AMmar i a Br andstetter introduced s
chichten hinter den KunstwerkEémflhrung in die Provenienzforschung zwischen Kunstmarkt
Samml ungs we s e n évaldnty (ArKHistoty ®epartmant, Ky, J&U Mainz) to postcolo
provenance research, using the biography of the commemorative head as a case study (20 Dec:
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Online Archive: African Independence Days

The online archi ve hipsfwwiv.deasarndihzoeaecpimmimstiefnes e D
ethnologtandafrikastudien/onHniédarchiafrikanischenabhaengigkeitsfeleriolds more than
28,000 images collected on the Independence Days in twelve African countries: Benin, Burkina
Coast, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Madagascar, Mali, Namibia, Nigeria and Tanzan
in 2010, the archive is one of the outcomes of a large comparative research project on Africe
days directed by Carola Lentz. The material comprises photographs, newspaper articles, docut
objects. Some of the material is also stored in the physical archive on African Independence Dz
as wel |l as in the department s Ethnographi
but the collection has been complemented by some documentation of earlier festivities. The ma
unique insights into practices of national commemoration and political celebrations in Africa. It
to invite scholars to further engage in the study of national commemoration and political celebrat
ca and, more generally, processes obndtorg and stateaking.

Since 2020, the online archive has been integrated into the Ethnographic Collection at ifeas. |
information on the archive, seehtifso//visudlstory.de/project/onéinghiveafricaAndependence
days/

Oninex<Archive

African
Independence Days
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Anthropology of Music

Since 2020, the webbkitgs://anthropologyofmusici@présents a new working group within the de-
partment. It was created to advertiettirepology of Music Master Class and Lecture Sksies
subjects, presentations, and its findings. So far, this master class and lecture series took place t
in 2018, 2019 and 2022, featuring Timothy
Afacoustemol ogyo), and Louise Meintjes (on A0

Apart from announcing and documenting these series, the website also introduces a wider pt
rapidly growing working group at the ifeas that focuses on anthropological approaches to the st
sic and aesthetics. It introduces related research projects at the ifeas, activities of the AMA and
involved. In the future, it shall also serve as a node for the participants of the master classes
scholars interested in questions related to anthropological approaches to music. Furthermore, re
programs, news and events will be advertised. Scholars and students active in this project incl
Bidel, Hauke Dorsch, Daniel Jakli, Tom Simmert and Markus Verne.

The master class and lecture series and this website are hosted by the ifeas and the AMA and f
the Volkswagen Stiftung. The series were supported by: Ministry of Science, Further Educatior
ture Rhinelaf®hlatinate, German Research Foundation (DFG), Center for Intercultural Studies
(Z1S). The website was designed by steinkuellerundsteinkueller.de.

For more informatibtips://anthropologyofmusic.com/

Master Class Research Study African Music Archives About us

Welcome to

;An-thropology

Screenshot of the website.
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RESEARCH PROJECTS BY FACULTY MEMBERS

Restoration and preservation of the tangible and intangible heritage of the Bugba

Project coordination: Katrin Langewiesche

Researchers: Paul Koudougou (President i&f@ilie), Mahamadi Ouédraogo
(Association Sidpamenemde), Edwige Mori Traoré (INSS), Sidi Traol
(UNESCO Facilitexpert)

Duration: 202402026
Funded by the Gerda Henkel Foundation

The project is focused on restoring the tangible and intangible cultural heritage of an indigenous
group in Burkina Faso whose homes are located in regions marked by recurring attacks by arm
The aim of the project is to rebuild the concessions of two traditional dignitaries, to produce or r
instruments and ritual clothing, and to train apprentices in stonemasonry, woodcarving, leathe
the production of thatched roofs. The documentation of the restoration measures and the study
traditions should form the basis for applying for inclusion in one of the UNESCO lists for the pre:
intangible cultural heritage.

Presentation of the concept on the occasion of the laying of the foundation stone in
the village of Koalla, 11 October 2024. Photo: Harouna Marané.
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Biography, generation and historical time in the making of an African middle class

Project director: Carola Lentz
Duration: 202462025

Funded by the JGU Internal University Research Funding and the Einstein Center Chronoi, Berli

The project explores the changes in the life courses, career trajectories, social beloragjag, and ¢
of upwardly mobile men in an African society in transformation. It looks at four generations of
men and their families from a marginalised rural area in Northern Ghana who have, after the intr
the first schools in 1935, eventually made careers in the civil service, the educational sector, a
professions. Theaualinates of individual fidamily timg historical time (Hareven 1977) and the con-
cept of generation (Mannheim 1952) are central to understanding the dynamics of this dram
transformation.

The project will result in a book manuscript for which Carola Lentz started compiling interviews
vations since the early 1990s. In November and December 2024, she visited Ghana for an upde
ried out additional fieldwork at the funeral celebrations for Dr. E.N. Ggaddrientbagd interview
partner who died unexpectedly in July this year. Next year, she will benefitdnbimfel lbwehip at

the Einstein Center Chronoi, Berlin, for writing up some chapters and discussiwe]loesrandgh co
colleagues in Berlin.

Selling Dr. E. N .
ral ground, 30 November 2024.
Photo: Carola Lentz .

Traditional hunters salut
funeral, 30 November 2024.
Photo: Carola Lentz .
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Policing as a practice of categorization

Team members: Jan Beek (project coordination), Rachel Etse, Thomas Bierschenk
Duration: January 2024 August 2024
Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)

https://www.blogs-tminz.de/fbé@feaseng/policings-a-practiceof-categorisatiengciprocal
ascriptionsrthecontrebfpubliespaces/

The project studies how actors reciprocally categorize each other in everyday policing and how
gories affect practices. By anthropologizing this field of research, the project innovatively app
topic that has sparked intense debate in both public and academic spheres. This involves cont
practices, acknowledging emic terminologies and multiperspectivity, and-adopatiges apiste-
mologically equidistant stance to identify contradictions rather than resolve them.

The research design operationalizes théase
identified as such by actors and theinmediree Rhidglain area. In the current phase of the project.
this hotspot is a football stadium. The study examines three central actor groups: fan liaisons, s
sonnel, and police officers, each with distinct interests, resources, and operational framewor
2024, the research tdaponsisting of nine students and the regular team incembtecsed partici-

pant observation across four match days at a regional football stadium. This research will culm
edited volume featuring team membersodé contr

On2i22 November 2024, the team organized t he
tion in ethnographic team research: met hod:«
Marie Borrelli (Social Works;3{ESalaigVallis) and Julia Verne (Geography, JGU Mainz). The wa
shop addressed a crucial yet underexplored issue: how relationships among researchers shape
production in increasingly {&sad ethnographic research. The workshop explored these dyna
through collaborative writing and discussion, with results planned for publication in a special isst

Photo: Jan Beek.

19


https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/policing-as-a-practice-of-categorisation-reciprocal-ascriptions-in-the-control-of-public-spaces/
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/policing-as-a-practice-of-categorisation-reciprocal-ascriptions-in-the-control-of-public-spaces/

