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INTRODUCTION  

 
In 2024, academic and social life in the Department of Anthropology and African Studies (ifeas) was as 
busy as ever. On 16 February, the department organised a memorable farewell conference entitled 
ñDealing with Heritage. On Things, Relations, Rememberingò in honor of Dr Anna-Maria Brandstetter. 
Anne, who retired at the end of March, has served the department in a variety of roles over the past 30 
years. She was a lecturer, curator of the ethnographic collection, and director of studies. Her decades of 
dedication to the department were celebrated in a festive gathering that brought together current and for-
mer students and colleagues from a range of fields, including anthropology of things, museum studies and 
memory studies. In June, the 4th edition of the Anthropology of Music Master Class and Lecture Series was 
hosted by Prof Markus Verne and his team. This year, the Summer School was graced by Prof Martin 
Stokes (Kingôs College, London), who gave three lectures on ñListening Beyond Landscape: Music Ethnog-
raphy and the Environmental Turnò. The end of the Summer School was marked by the African Music Ar-
chiveôs Summer Party with fantastic performances by Ade Bantu and his band and Temmie Ovwasa, the 
2024 AMA Artist in Residence. The international workshop ñMusic and Politics: Hidden Messagesò took 
place at the African Music Archives in November. Organized by the BMBF-funded project KOSTIMA, 
which focuses on ñcounter-hegemonic voices in music archivesò, the workshop aimed to develop a com-
mon ground for the three sub-projects involved (Mainz, Hannover, Hildesheim). The ifeas team, whose re-
search focuses on Congolese popular music and its hidden political messages, consists of Dr Hauke 
Dorsch, Antonia Fendt, and Prof Nico Nassenstein. The end of the year was marked by the symposium 
ñSorting People into Kinds: Perspectives on Human Differentiationò, organized by the CRC Human Differ-
entiation, which hosts three subprojects led by members of our department. This major event took place 
from 5 to 7 December and featured internationally renowned keynote speakers Anthony Appiah (NYU), 
Alondra Nelson (Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton), Loïc Wacquant (UC Berkeley) and Eviatar 

Zerubavel (Rutgers University).  

ñPolicing as a Practice of Categorisationò is the title of a new research project funded by the German Re-
search Foundation (DFG). Dr Jan Beek and his team, consisting of Prof Thomas Bierschenk and Rachel 
Etse, want to understand how actors categorize each other in everyday policing interactions, i.e. in control 
and surveillance actions in public spaces, and what effects the respective categories have on the interac-
tions. Prof Heike Drotbohm represents the ifeas in the Leibniz ScienceCampus RECOMENT, which was 
inaugurated in 2024. This initiative deals with ñResiliencies: Comparing and Integrating Methodologies, 
Methods, Narratives, and Theoriesò and will prepare an application for a Collaborative Research Centre 
within the next few years. The interdisciplinary research group CEDITRAA, jointly led by colleagues from 
GU Frankfurt and our department, has received a new grant from the German Federal Ministry of Educa-
tion and Research (BMBF) to continue its research on ñCultural Entrepreneurship and Digital Transfor-
mation in Africa and Asiaò for another three years. The sub-project in Mainz is led by Prof Matthias Krings 
and includes Prof Nassenstein, Dr Rashid Jeduah, Artemis Saleh, Dr Tom Simmert and Dr Usaku Wam-
manda. Four research projects were successfully completed: ñMicrovariation and Youth Language Practic-
es in Africaò (funded jointly by the DFG and the British Arts and Humanities Research Council, AHRC), 
ñCinema Narration in East Africaò (funded by the Thyssen Foundation), ñPAMRIK - Practice, Affect, Mem-
bership of Far Right Internet Communicationò (funded by the BMBF) and ñReligious Diversity and Tradition 

in Burkina Fasoò (funded jointly by the DFG and the French National Research Agency, ARN). 

Several members of staff and former students received awards, prizes and honorary appointments of vari-
ous kinds: Dr Franziska Reiffen received the dissertation prize from the Faculty of History and Cultural 
Studies for her thesis ñThe Social Life of the Mall: Work and Dwelling in Urban Argentinaò. Dr Tom Sim-
mertôs dissertation ñCreating Afrobeats: Digital Music from Lagos to the Worldò was awarded the Sulzmann 
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Foundation Prize for Outstanding Dissertations. Prof Drotbohm was invited by the Universidade do Estado 
do Rio de Janeiro (UERJ) to spend October 2024 as a visiting professor in Rio, Brazil, where she taught 
ñMarcadores Sociais da Diferen­aò. Th®r¯se Kayikwamba Wagner, who completed her Masterôs degree in 
Anthropology at our department in 2009, was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Re-

public of Congo in May 2024. 

Once again, our department proved to be one of JGUôs most important hubs for international connections 
and exchanges. At the beginning of the year, Prof Franziska Fay arranged the signing of a new MoU with 
the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. In April, Prof Fay was appointed as the new coordinator of 
JGU's partnership with Rwanda. In this capacity, she facilitated the renewal of the MoU between JGU and 
the University of Rwanda, which was signed by JGU Vice President Prof Stefan Müller-Stach in the pres-
ence of Prof Charles Kabwete, Dean of the School of Governance, Development and Society, University of 
Rwanda. On 29 October, our department and the State Chancellery of Rhineland-Palatinate jointly hosted 
a screening of the film ñReclaiming History: Colonial Roots of the Genocide in Rwandaò at the State Chan-

cellery.  

Among the numerous international visitors who came to the department as guests, collaborators, and fel-
lows were Prof Ibrahima Wane (Université Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar), Prof Léon Tsambu (Université de 
Kinshasa), Élie Mbemba Musengi and Richard Ntaka Bosenge (Musées Universitaires de Kinshasa), Prof 
Paul Ugor (University of Waterloo), Dr. Usaku Wammanda (Pan Atlantic University Lagos), Dr Natália Co-
razza Padovani (Universidade de Campinas, Brazil), Dr Jean Paul Ngoboka and Prof Charles Kabwete 
(University of Rwanda), Prof Daisuke Shinagawa and Dr Makoto Furumoto (Tokyo University of Foreign 
Studies), Dr Rowland Amaefula (Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu-Alike, Nigeria), the griots Dembo 
Jobarteh and his daughter Sally Jobarteh from The Gambia, the singer and songwriter Temmie Ovwasa 

from Nigeria, and the poet, musician, and songwriter 1key (Eric Ngangare) from Rwanda. 

The department was joined by new staff members Corinna di Stefano, Rachel Etse, Antonia Fendt, Jan 
Knipping, Dr Jeannett Martin, and Britta Will. Among the staff members who left the department to take up 
new positions elsewhere were ķebnem Altunkaya, who moved to the USA, Dr Andrea Hollington, now at 
the University of Cologne, Dr Cassis Kilian, now at GU Frankfurt, Dr Franziska Reiffen, now at the 
Studienstiftung, Bonn, Friederike Vigeland, who became the coordinator of municipal development for the 
city of Ingelheim, and Dr Solomon Waliaula, who resumed his duties as Associate Professor of Literature 

at Masai Maara University, Kenya.   

Our dear colleague Prof Ute Rºschenthaler passed away on 18 March 2024. With Uteôs passing, we have 
lost an outstanding scholar whose extensive body of work encompasses books and articles in the fields of 
economic, legal, social and media anthropology, as well as memory culture and migration studies. These 
include internationally acclaimed studies of cult associations in Cameroon (ñPurchasing Cultureò), intellec-
tual property rights in Africa (ñCopyright Africaò), trade networks in the global South (ñAfrica's Agency in 
China's Tea Tradeò, ñA History of Mali's National Drinkò), various facets of African entrepreneurship, prod-
uct histories, advertising and photography. As an accomplished ethnographer, she worked in Cameroon, 
Mali and Nigeria, and her transregional research took her to China, Malaysia and South Korea. Among the 
many doctoral students she has supervised in Mainz, Frankfurt and Yaoundé are students from Germany, 
Cameroon and Nigeria. The Department of Anthropology and African Studies and the Department of So-
cial and Cultural Anthropology at GU Frankfurt organized a memorial for Ute on 2 June 2024. Her final 
DFG-funded research project, ñAfrican Traders' Agency on Global Cloth Marketsò, continues under the 

leadership of Dr Jeannett Martin, who joined the Department in October. 

 

Matthias Krings 
Head of Department 

February 2025 
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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN STUDIES  

The Department of Anthropology and African Studies (ifeas) at the JGU Mainz is an interdisciplinary institu-
tion which covers a broad spectrum of both research and teaching activities. These include social, political, 
religious and economic anthropology, transnational and humanitarian studies, the politics and sociology of 
development, media and visual anthropology, modern popular culture, aesthetics as well as African litera-
tures, African music, theater and film and the languages of Africa. 

The departmentôs faculty includes the following professorships:  

Heike Drotbohm (Anthropology of African diaspora and transnationalism)  

Franziska Fay (Anthropology with a focus on political anthropology) (Junior Professor) 

Matthias Krings (Anthropology and African popular culture)  

Carola Lentz (Anthropology) (Senior Research Professor) 

Nico Nassenstein (African languages and linguistics)  

Markus Verne (Anthropology with a focus on aesthetics)  

In addition, Helmut Asche is honorary professor at the department.  

 

Degree programs offered at the department 

The department currently offers a Master of Arts (M.A.) in Anthropology (ñAnthropology of the Globalò), a 
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Anthropology (ñEthnologieò), a B.A. in ñAfrican Languages, Media and Communi-
cationò and a Ph.D. (Promotion) in Anthropology (ñEthnologieò) and African Languages and Linguistics 
(ñAfrikanistikò). It is also involved in the B.A. Linguistics (ñLinguistikò) of the Department of English and Lin-
guistics by teaching the module African Linguistics (ñAfrikanistikò). 

The focus of the curriculum and research program is on contemporary Africa and its entanglements with 
other world regions. Teaching and research go hand in hand, and advanced students are actively involved 
in research projects. Cooperation with African universities and collaboration with African colleagues play a 
central role in all these endeavors. 

 

B.A. òAfrikanische Sprachen, Medien und Kommunikationó (African Languages, Media and Com-
munication) 

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/studium/studiengaenge/afrikanische-sprachen-medien-und-kommunikation-
b-a/ 

The B.A. program ñAfrican Languages, Media and Communicationò, a cooperative program, is a joint initia-
tive of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies with the Department of African Linguistics 
(Institut für Afrikanistik) at Goethe University Frankfurt. Its central focus is the practical training in two Afri-
can languages, one of them over the course of two years. In addition, it links African linguistics with rele-
vant sociolinguistic issues and topics of digital and intercultural communication.  

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/studium/studiengaenge/afrikanische-sprachen-medien-und-kommunikation-b-a/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/studium/studiengaenge/afrikanische-sprachen-medien-und-kommunikation-b-a/
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B.A. òEthnologieó (Anthropology) 

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/ethnologie-b-a-ab-2022-23-aktuell/ 

The three-year program focuses on the diversity of contemporary cultural and social practices and aims to 
provide students with a thorough grounding in the methods, theory, and history of anthropological re-
search. While enabling students to explore human practices in all regions of the world, the programôs re-
gional focus is on Africa (south of the Sahara). It integrates the concerns, approaches and methods of an-
thropology, sociology, history, literary studies, media studies, cultural studies, and linguistics. Students 
have plenty of scope to develop and pursue their own thematic interests. 

 

M.A. òEthnologie des Globalenó (Anthropology of the Global) 

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/studium/studiengaenge/ethnologie-des-globalen-m-a/ 

The two-year program offers research-oriented training in anthropology. It is closely connected with the 
departmentôs main research interests and the departmentôs exceptional resources with five professorships 
and numerous academic staff, the Ethnographic Collection, the Jahn Library for African Literatures, and 
the African Music Archives. The program combines a broad engagement with the areas, theories and 
methods of anthropology on an advanced level in the context of a student research project, supervised by 
members of the departmentôs academic staff, in which students explore a thematically and regionally spe-
cific topic, plan and carry out fieldwork as well as processing, analyzing, interpreting and presenting their 
data. In the course of student research projects, relevant anthropological research methods are acquired 
and practiced. 

 

B.A. òLinguistik mit Schwerpunkt Afrikanistikó (Linguistics with specialization in African Lan-
guages and Linguistics)  

https://www.linguistik.fb05.uni-mainz.de/ba-linguistik/ 

The B.A. ñLinguistikò with specialization in ñAfrikanistikò is a three-year study program offered by the De-
partment of English and Linguistics in cooperation with the section of African Languages and Linguistics 
within the Department of Anthropology and African Studies. The specialization within the B.A. program fo-
cuses on the reconstruction and analysis of similarities across the four language phyla of Africa. Aiming to 
offer a broad approach to Africa as a field of linguistic research, students study the different geographical 
areas and their specific linguistic features. Apart from classificatory systems of African languages and their 
development, the focus lies on insights into phonological as well as structural phenomena (such as noun 
class systems, verbal extensions, word order, etc.). The program offers the whole range of African linguis-
tics, covering the transcription of languages, their morphosyntactic structures, language contact scenarios 
as well as processes of linguistic change.  

 

 

  

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/ethnologie-b-a-ab-2022-23-aktuell/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/studium/studiengaenge/ethnologie-des-globalen-m-a/
https://www.linguistik.fb05.uni-mainz.de/ba-linguistik/
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Publications of the department  

The department publishes the series ñMainzer Beitrªge zur Afrikaforschungò (editors: Heike Drotbohm, 
Franziska Fay, Matthias Krings, Nico Nassenstein, Anja Oed, and Markus Verne; Cologne: Rüdiger Köppe 
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/mainzer-beitraege-zur-afrikaforschung/). 
 
 
Furthermore, the department publishes an online series of working papers, Arbeitspapiere des Instituts 
für Ethnologie und Afrikastudien der Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz / Working Papers of the 
Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (https://
www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/). Managing editors: Friederike Vigeland (till Febru-
ary), Martin Büdel (since March 2024). In 2024, 5 new working papers were published:  

Cassis Kilian. Aesthetics of the Raw. The Tricky Relationship between Humour and Authenticity. Papers of 
the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 206. 

Leo Sibomana, John Doldo IV and Matthias Brack. Kinyarwanda. An Integrative Approach. Papers of the 
Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 207. 

Ulrich Kleinewillinghöfer. Die Gᴅmme- und die Vere-Sprachen und das LὉǼto. Klassensprachen des Sam-
ba-Duru am oberen Benue und ihre Beziehungen zum Gur. Ein Bericht (with an English preface and 
appendix). Papers of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg 
University Mainz 208. 

Konstanze NôGuessan. Only Playing? Ethnographic Perspectives on ludic fascism in Germany. Papers of 
the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 209. 

Heike Drotbohm. Shake it, stretch it, share it. Moving Reflexivities beyond Migration. Papers of the Depart-
ment of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 210. 

 

  

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/mainzer-beitraege-zur-afrikaforschung/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/
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Research facilities in the department  

The departmentôs research facilities include the following resources, which are available to students, the 
faculty as well as to other researchers: 

¶ a departmental library (Bereichsbibliothek Ethnologie und Afrikastudien), which complements the 
holdings of the university library and comprises approximately 50,000 volumes as well as about 70 
journals. 

¶ the Jahn Library for African Literatures (Jahn-Bibliothek für afrikanische Literaturen) 

¶ the African Music Archives (Archiv für die Musik Afrikas) 

¶ the Ethnographic Collection (Ethnografische Studiensammlung) 

¶ a video archive (https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-institut-fuer-ethnologie-und-
afrikastudien/videoarchiv/) comprising ethnographic films, documentaries on African cultures and 
societies and on current events in the region as well as music clips and African films and film adap-
tations. 

¶ the Online Archive: African Independence Days (https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-
institut-fuer-ethnologie-und-afrikastudien/online-bildarchiv-afrikanische-unabhaengigkeitsfeiern/), 
which provides users with full digital access to more than 20,000 images as well as data collected in 
collaborative research on the Independence Days in twelve African countries. 

¶ the Archive: West African Settlement History (https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/
departmental-archives/archive-west-african-settlement-history/) comprising more than 6,000 pages 
of notes, transcriptions, and translations relating to almost 800 interviews conducted with village el-
ders, earth priests, and village chiefs in the border regions of Burkina Faso and Ghana, as well as 
further documents from various regional archives. 

¶ the Leo Stappers Archive (https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/leo-stappers-archiv/) provides access to 
thousands of unique manuscripts and grammars from the Congo Basin (1890ï1980) with a focus on 
the Kasai region; the archive comprises the former research library of the first Professor of African 
Philology (1974ï1977) as well as archival material by missionaries Camille François Van Ronslé, 
Egide de Boeck and former colleague Hans-Ingolf Weier. 

¶ Since 1 November 2022, the systematic archiving of correspondence and research documents from 
the Erika Sulzmann estate by a research assistant has created the basis for the Kongo-
Forschungsarchiv Mainz (Congo Research Archive Mainz), financed by the Sulzmann Foundation, 
JGU Mainz. 

 

A sample of AMA vinyl records. 

Photo:Thomas Hartmann. 

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-institut-fuer-ethnologie-und-afrikastudien/videoarchiv/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-institut-fuer-ethnologie-und-afrikastudien/videoarchiv/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-institut-fuer-ethnologie-und-afrikastudien/online-bildarchiv-afrikanische-unabhaengigkeitsfeiern/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-institut-fuer-ethnologie-und-afrikastudien/online-bildarchiv-afrikanische-unabhaengigkeitsfeiern/
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/departmental-archives/archive-west-african-settlement-history/
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/departmental-archives/archive-west-african-settlement-history/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/leo-stappers-archiv/


8 

 

Jahn Library for African Literatures  

The Jahn Library for African Literatures (http://www.jahn-bibliothek.ifeas.uni-mainz.de) holds a unique col-
lection of literary works in more than ninety languages. It is one of the earliest and most comprehensive 
research facilities for African literatures worldwide. It evolved from the private collection of Janheinz Jahn 
(1918ï1973), whose interest in African literature arose during a public talk by the Senegalese poet and 
politician Léopold Sédar Senghor in Frankfurt in 1951. For the rest of his life, Jahn not only collected Afri-
can literature but also translated and edited literary works by African writers, compiled bibliographies and 
reference books, and published widely on African literature and culture. In this way, he significantly en-
hanced public awareness of African literature in Germany and ï at a time when works by African writers 
written in one of the colonial languages were still largely regarded as offshoots of the respective European 
national literatures ï also contributed to the global acknowledgement of African literature across linguistic 
boundaries. Recently, a series of reels on Ib Zongos graphic biography of Janheinz Jahn was published 
on instagram (https://www.instagram.com/ifeas_mainz/). The Jahn Library is headed by Anja Oed. 

In December 2024, the Jahn Library organised a public screening of the film ñEine Kindheit in Nigeria: 
Wole Soyinka. Ein Film von Vera Botterbusch mit und ¿ber Wole Soyinkaò (Germany 2000) in the pres-
ence of the filmmaker, followed by a discussion. The event was funded by the Ernst-Wilhelm-Müller Foun-
dation.  

  

 

 

Public screening. Photo: Sophia Wimmer. 

http://www.jahn-bibliothek.ifeas.uni-mainz.de
https://www.instagram.com/ifeas_mainz/
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African Music Archives (AMA) 

Established in 1991, the AMAôs collection of modern music from Africa includes shellacs, acetate discs, 
reel-to-reel tapes, vinyl singles, vinyl LPs, music cassettes, CDs, VHS, video-CDs and DVDs. Since 2010, 
when Hauke Dorsch joined as the AMAôs director, activities have focused on four main fields: conserving 
and digitizing the records, cataloguing the collection, acquainting students with African music through exhi-
bitions, workshops and courses, and reaching out to the scientific community through conferences and 
workshops and to a wider public via old and new media. The collection continues to be extended. 

In 2024, the AMA organized a number of exciting concerts. On 16 and 17 February, Rwandan poet and 
rapper, Eric 1key Ngangare performed at the Bali Bistro on campus and as a closing event for Anne Brand-
stetterôs farewell conference ï and at Hafeneck. He used the archives for re-imaginations of his style of hip 
hop in the framework of our recently established Artist in Residence program. On 5 June, the Malagasy 
jazz band Ralahô Trio performed at the Schon Schºn in Mainz, organized by Martin B¿del and the AMA. As 
part of our Artists in Residence program, Nigerian composer, songwriter and singer Temmie Ovwasa re-
searched the archives for four weeks and played a set based on re-imagined historical recordings on 28 
June. Following her performance the Nigerian Band Bantu gave their concert, promoting their latest album 
ñWhat Is Your Breaking Point?ò Closing the evening Tom Simmert and Hauke Dorsch served again as DJs. 
On 17 July, kora virtuoso Dembo Jobarteh performed music from the traditional Mandinka repertoire and 
spoke about performing both in West Africa and the Global North as part of Hauke Dorschôs class on per-
formance theory. The happy ones who attended South African musician and artist Garth Erasmusô experi-
mental and intense concert on 12 December saw a true highlight of this yearôs cultural activities. Except 
1keyôs, all performances were funded by the Ernst Wilhelm M¿ller Foundation.  

In order to reach out to audiences beyond Mainz, journalist and music producer Jean Trouillet and Hauke 
Dorsch continued their successful collaborative program in the frame of the Globalwize music show on Ra-
dio X, Frankfurt. The shows included an interview with famous novelist Ilija Trojanow, the recording of Eric 
1keyôs live performance on campus, an interview with Tanzanian professor Imani Sanga, an introduction to 
African music history, a new format which will be followed by many more shows, an obituary to Malian kora 
master Toumani Diabaté, an introduction to African American political songs by Ifeas student Kathrin 
Thomas, and an interview of Anti-Apartheid activist and jazz producer Jürgen Leinhos. The shows are 
available on mixcloud.com/Greedio (nos. 441, 447, 449, 454, 457, 459, 461 and 464, respectively).  

Human rights law-
yer Anafee Fränz-
nick and visual artist 
Benjamin Dobó re-
searched our collec-
tions for the use in 
their trans media 
project ñStruggle of 
fragmentsò. The 
AMAôs collection 
was hugely extend-
ed through the ac-
quisition of Zambian 
shellac and acetate 
records and some 
donations to the 
archives.  

Stefan Schneider, Carina Khorkhordina, Garth Erasmus and Peter Thiessen performing at the 

AMA lounge. Photo: Hauke Dorsch. 

https://www.mixcloud.com/Greedio/
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Ethnographic Collection  

Dr. Erika Sulzmann started the departmentôs ethnographic collections in 1950 (https://www.blogs.uni-
mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/ethnographic-collection/). In 1948, she became the first lecturer of anthropology at 
the newly established Institut für Völkerkunde at the JGU and immediately began building up an ethno-
graphic collection. From 1951 to 1954, she spent more than two years in the Belgian Congo (now Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo), carrying out fieldwork among the Ekonda and Bolia in the equatorial rainforest 
together with Ernst Wilhelm Müller, who was a Ph.D. student in anthropology at the time. They collected 
more than 500 objects, which formed the original core of the departmentôs holdings. Erika Sulzmann con-
stantly expanded the collections during her eight subsequent research travels to the Congo between 1956 
and 1980. 

Today, the collections encompass about 2,900 objects, mainly from Central and West Africa, but also from 
Australia, Papua New Guinea, and from other regions of the South Pacific. The collectionsô items are used 
in teaching. Students learn how to handle ethnographic objects according to ethical considerations, how to 
conserve them, and how to design small exhibitions around them. Anna-Maria Brandstetter was the curator 
of the Ethnographic Collection from 1992 to March 2024. From April to June 2024, Lena Scheibinger was in 
charge of the collection. In July 2024, Bianca Baumann took over the responsibility for the collection. 

In 2024 we welcomed many visitors to the collection, among others students from other departments of 
Mainz university and guests at our department, and visited museums to exchange about the collections. 

As part of the three-day program ñTransmission through Transformationò at Kunsthalle Mainz (25ï27 Janu-
ary), some of the participating artists and scholars visited the Ethnographic Collection on 26 January, 
where they discussed the cultural belongings and archival materials, as well as the field work of Erika  
Sulzmann in the 1950s in the former Belgian colony of Congo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Sarah van Lamsweerde, Esther Mugam-

bi, Franck Moka, Mosalizi Nizar Saleh, Anne Brandstetter, 

Lena Scheibinger, Fundi Mwamba Gustave, Isaac Sahani 

Dato and Marlène Harles. Photo: Sarah van Lamsweerde. 
From left to right: Franck Moka, Emmanuelle Nsunda, 

Marlène Harles, Esther Mugambi, Mosalizi Nizar Saleh, 

Anne Brandstetter and Lena Scheibinger. Photo: Isaac 

Sahani Dato. 

https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/ethnographic-collection/
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/ethnographic-collection/
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As part of the Global Days at the Otto Schott Gymnasium in Mainz, a group of students visited the Ethno-
graphic Collection in July. The group learned about the methods of provenance research by examining cul-
tural objects translocated from Cameroon during the colonial period and took a closer look at the biog-
raphies of individual objects. The practical workshop was complemented by thematic contributions on vari-
ous translocation contexts and current restitution debates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 18 to 22 November, Richard Ntaka Bosenge and Élie Mbemba Musengi, curators and researchers at 
the Ethnographic Department of the University Museums of the University of Kinhasa, were invited to view 
the Ethnographic Collection. The focus of their visit was to discuss cultural artefacts that Erika Sulzmann 
acquired during her research trips to the Democratic Republic of Congo. Following the visit to the collec-
tion, a transfer of knowledge between the departments was agreed upon. 

On 2 December, Bianca Baumann and Anna-Maria Brandstetter welcomed the participants of the seminar 
ñInterdisziplinªr I: (Post-)koloniale Medienkulturen Imperiale Sammlungen, Spuren und Reste in Archiven 
und Museenò (winter term 2024/25) by Mona Wischhoff to a visit to the collection. Mona Wischhoff is a doc-
toral researcher and lecturer in Media and Culture Studies at the university of Mainz. On the basis of two 
royal treasures from the kingdom of Nso' in Cameroon and the Old Treasures of the First Australian peo-
ples, they illustrated what ethnological provenance research entails. 

 

 

 

 

  

From left to right: Élie Mbemba Musengi, Richard Ntaka 

Bosenge and Lena Scheibinger. Photo: Bianca Baumann. 

From left to right: Anna-Maria Brandstetter and 

Bianca Baumann. Photo: Mona Wischhoff. 
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In June, Anna-Maria Brandstetter organized a visit of the exhibition ñDer Hase ist des Jªgers Tod ð Kultur 
und Natur des s¿dlichen Afrikasò (21 March 2024 ð 2 February 2025) in the Museum Wiesbaden. The cu-
rator of the exhibition, Andy Reymann (provenance researcher, coordinator for the Hessian network), and 
Yvonne Finzler (research associate at Museum Wiesbaden) explained how the exhibition had been devel-
oped and guided Bianca Baumann, Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Lena Scheibinger, Victoria Stein and Hanna 
Jotzo through the two sections on nature and culture (4 June).  

In July, Bianca Baumann, Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Axel Brandstetter, Lena Scheibinger and Niclas Wolff-
Jung visited the exhibition ñStuttgart ï Afghanistan: connect ï recount ï encounterò (27 January ï 28 July) 
at the Linden-Museum Stuttgart. The exhibition, curated by Annette Krªmer (Orient department), ñtells of 
the multi-layered connections between Stuttgart, Germany and Afghanistanò (exhibition website). The exhi-
bition also displayed cultural objects that had been acquired during the Stuttgart Badakhshan expedition of 
1962/63. Some of the objects were intended for the Ethnographic Collection in Mainz and were later given 
to the Linden-Museum in exchange in 1971. During the in-depth tour of the exhibition, Annette Krämer ex-
plained how the exhibition was developed in close collaboration with the working group ñEntangled: 
Stuttgart ï Afghanistanò since 2019 (10 July).  

A cultural object from the collection played a prominent role in an exhibition at the Kunsthalle Mainz: a cop-
per cross, most likely from the Katanga region, was on display at the exhibition ñUnextractable: Sammy 
Baloji invitesò from 27 October 2023 to 11 February 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Objects from the university collections have been on display in the ñSammlungsschaukastenò, a presenta-
tion, listening and meeting space in the connecting area between the Central Library and the Georg Forster 
Building, since the winter semester of 2023/24.  

On 8 February, Victoria Stein gave a presentation on the displayed objects of the Bwiti religion that were 
acquired in 1917 in Libreville (Gabon) by the then doctoral student Irene Löffler. In the early 1970s, the an-
thropologist from Mainz brought back from her research in Gabon some 70 objects of the Bwiti religion that 
had previously been confiscated in the capital Libreville. Stein explained how the figures and objects pre-
sented in the showcase provide an insight into this religion, which combines elements with Christian conno-
tations with various aspects of local religious traditions.  

From 17 September to 13 October, the exhibition ñOpen Science ï Open Collectionsò showcased three cul-
tural artefacts from the Ethnographic Collection. The display was part of the Open Science Festival on 17 
and 18 September and was curated by Lisa Roemer and Judith Blume. Based on three themes, the 
presentation ñOpen Science ï Open Collectionsò gave an insight into the practice of open science in the 
collections of the three Rhine-Main universities. The three cultural artefacts of the Ethnographic Collection 
were embedded in the presentation of how university collections create access, transparency and coopera-
tion for collections from colonial contexts. 

Copper cross, by a craftsman not known to us today, 

probably Katanga region (Democratic Republic of the 

Congo), c. 1900 / purchased in 1979 by Erika Sulz-

mann in Butálá, a village on the Sankuru 

(BaShóówá, subgroup in the Kingdom of Kuba) / 

entered in 1990 in the Ethnographic Collection, Jo-

hannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Inv.-Nr. JGU 

ES 3083. Photo: Anna-Maria Brandstetter. 
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On 30 October, on the ñTag der Sammlungenò (Day of Collections), new presentations were opened in the 
ñSammlungsschaukastenò. Since then, a selection of objects acquired during the ñAfrican Independence 
Daysò research projects have been on display commemorating the independence jubilees. Between 2009 
and 2019, ifeas carried out two major research projects on the independence jubilees in twelve African 
countries. The Ethnographic Collection has received around 150 merchandise articles with accompanying 
documentation. The objects form a unique collection of everyday items that often receive little attention af-
ter the celebrations. They refer to the countriesô national politics of remembrance and the establishment of 
a sovereign nation-state. 

 

On the occasion of the ñTag der Sammlungenñ (Day of 
Collections) Lena Scheibinger offered a guided tour in 
the Ethnographic Collection. Under the title ñVom  qua-
tor in die Vitrineñ (From the Equator to the showcase), 
she presented cultural artefacts acquired by Erika Sul-
zmann and Ernst Wilhelm M¿ller during the ñMainz Con-
go Expeditionñ (1951ï1954) in the equatorial rainforest of 
then Belgian Congo. A specific focus was put on objects 
associated with the Nkumu, the political-religious head of 
a village, and the collection division between Mainz and 
the Musée de la Vie indigène in Léopoldville (today Kin-
shasa) in 1953.  

 

Exhibition ñOpen science ï Open Collec-

tionsò by Lisa Roemer and Judith Blume. 

Photo: Lisa Roemer.  

Sammlungsschaukasten. Photo: Anna-Maria Brandstetter. 

Presentation at the ñTag der Sammlungenñ. 

Photo: Bianca Baumann .  
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The digitization of the collection that was started in 2021 was continued by our team with our research as-
sistants (M.A. student Victoria Stein as well as B.A. students Niclas Wolff-Jung and Claire Fischer), Lisa 
Marie Roemer, coordinator of the JGU Mainz university collections, Larissa Arlt, photographer in the Ser-
vicezentrum Digitalisierung und Fotodokumentation (University Library Mainz) and the curators of the col-
lection (Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Lena Scheibinger and Bianca Baumann). As of December 2024, 2,631 
object data are available in the university collectionsó database ñGutenberg Objectsñ, 773 of which have 
been digitized. The editing of the metadata and the digitization has been made possible with substantial 
funding by the Ernst Wilhelm Müller Foundation. 

In December 2024, a new digitization project was launched. The aim of the project is to make the collec-
tion, which was acquired by the founding mother of the collection, available on the research platform Kultur-
erbe Rheinland-Pfalz. This will make it possible to share the knowledge contained in the collection and to 
review the colonial legacy of the collection. 

In June 2024, the directors of ethnographic and world cultures museums and collections in German-
speaking countries published the Zurich Declaration. In this declaration, the potential of ethnographic and 
world cultures museums and collections was brought to the attention of the public, politicians and the me-
dia in the context of growing global nationalism and crises. Anna-Maria Brandstetter and Bianca Baumann, 
as representatives of the Ethnographic Collection in Mainz, supported this initiative (https://www.ifeas.uni-
mainz.de/files/2024/06/2024-Zuercher-Erklaerung-E-final.pdf). 

Since the 4th Day of Provenance Research in April 2022, the commemorative head for a deceased king 
from the Kingdom of Benin (Nigeria) has been on display at the Landesmuseum, where it is waiting to re-
turn to Nigeria. All legal conditions for the return of the Benin bronze have been met by the state of Rhine-
land-Palatinate. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Berlin is now responsible for the restitution. How much 
longer will the commemorative head have to wait?  

While waiting in the museum, the commemorative head is delighted by the many interested visitors. On 4 
May, the Luxembourg-based artist Uyi Nosa-Odia (https://www.artbyuno.com/), who was born and grew up 
in Benin City (Nigeria), and his partner Alessandra Ferraro showed their respect for the commemorative 
head.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the end of the year, Anna-Maria Brandstetter introduced students of the project seminar ñDie Ges-
chichten hinter den Kunstwerken ï Einführung in die Provenienzforschung zwischen Kunstmarkt und 
Sammlungswesenò by Katharina H¿ls-Valenti (Art History Department, IKM, JGU Mainz) to postcolonial 
provenance research, using the biography of the commemorative head as a case study (20 December).  

From left to right: Anna-Maria Brand-

stetter, Agnes Cibura (museum educa-

tor at the Landesmuseum Mainz), Uyi 

Nosa-Odia and Alessandra Ferraro. 

Photo: Anna-Maria Brandstetter . 

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/files/2024/06/2024-Zuercher-Erklaerung-E-final.pdf
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/files/2024/06/2024-Zuercher-Erklaerung-E-final.pdf
https://www.artbyuno.com/
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Online Archive: African Independence Days   

The online archive ñAfrican Independence Daysò (https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-institut-fuer-
ethnologie-und-afrikastudien/online-bildarchiv-afrikanische-unabhaengigkeitsfeiern/) holds more than 
28,000 images collected on the Independence Days in twelve African countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory 
Coast, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Madagascar, Mali, Namibia, Nigeria and Tanzania. Created 
in 2010, the archive is one of the outcomes of a large comparative research project on African national 
days directed by Carola Lentz. The material comprises photographs, newspaper articles, documents, and 
objects. Some of the material is also stored in the physical archive on African Independence Days at ifeas 
as well as in the departmentôs Ethnographic Collection. Most of the material concerns recent celebrations, 
but the collection has been complemented by some documentation of earlier festivities. The material offers 
unique insights into practices of national commemoration and political celebrations in Africa. It is intended 
to invite scholars to further engage in the study of national commemoration and political celebrations in Afri-
ca and, more generally, processes of nation-building and state-making. 

Since 2020, the online archive has been integrated into the Ethnographic Collection at ifeas. For further 
information on the archive, see also https://visual-history.de/project/online-archive-african-independence-
days/. 

 

 

 

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-institut-fuer-ethnologie-und-afrikastudien/online-bildarchiv-afrikanische-unabhaengigkeitsfeiern/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/archive-am-institut-fuer-ethnologie-und-afrikastudien/online-bildarchiv-afrikanische-unabhaengigkeitsfeiern/
https://visual-history.de/project/online-archive-african-independence-days/
https://visual-history.de/project/online-archive-african-independence-days/
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Anthropology of Music  

Since 2020, the website https://anthropologyofmusic.com/ represents a new working group within the de-
partment. It was created to advertise the Anthropology of Music Master Class and Lecture Series, its 
subjects, presentations, and its findings. So far, this master class and lecture series took place three times, 
in 2018, 2019 and 2022, featuring Timothy Taylor (on the topic of ñvalue and musicò), Steven Feld (on 
ñacoustemologyò), and Louise Meintjes (on ñaesthetics, politics and soundò). 

Apart from announcing and documenting these series, the website also introduces a wider public to the 
rapidly growing working group at the ifeas that focuses on anthropological approaches to the study of mu-
sic and aesthetics. It introduces related research projects at the ifeas, activities of the AMA and the people 
involved. In the future, it shall also serve as a node for the participants of the master classes and other 
scholars interested in questions related to anthropological approaches to music. Furthermore, related study 
programs, news and events will be advertised. Scholars and students active in this project include Martin 
Büdel, Hauke Dorsch, Daniel Jákli, Tom Simmert and Markus Verne.  

The master class and lecture series and this website are hosted by the ifeas and the AMA and financed by 
the Volkswagen Stiftung. The series were supported by: Ministry of Science, Further Education, and Cul-
ture Rhineland-Palatinate, German Research Foundation (DFG), Center for Intercultural Studies at JGU 
(ZIS). The website was designed by steinkuellerundsteinkueller.de.  

For more information: https://anthropologyofmusic.com/  

 

 

 

Screenshot of the website. 

https://anthropologyofmusic.com/
https://anthropologyofmusic.com/
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RESEARCH PROJECTS BY FACULTY MEMBERS  

Restoration and preservation of the tangible and intangible heritage of the Bugba  

Project coordination: Katrin Langewiesche   

Researchers:  Paul Koudougou (President ICOM-Afrique), Mahamadi Ouédraogo 
 (Association Sidpamenemde), Edwige Mori Traoré (INSS), Sidi Traoré 
 (UNESCO Facilitator-Expert)  

Duration:  2024 ð 2026  

Funded by the Gerda Henkel Foundation  

 

The project is focused on restoring the tangible and intangible cultural heritage of an indigenous population 
group in Burkina Faso whose homes are located in regions marked by recurring attacks by armed groups. 
The aim of the project is to rebuild the concessions of two traditional dignitaries, to produce or restore their 
instruments and ritual clothing, and to train apprentices in stonemasonry, woodcarving, leatherwork and 
the production of thatched roofs. The documentation of the restoration measures and the study of the oral 
traditions should form the basis for applying for inclusion in one of the UNESCO lists for the preservation of 
intangible cultural heritage.  

 
 

 

 

 

Presentation of the concept on the occasion of the laying of the foundation stone in 

the village of Koalla, 11 October 2024. Photo: Harouna Marané. 
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Biography, generation and historical time in the making of an African middle class  

Project director: Carola Lentz  

Duration:  2024 ð 2025  

Funded by the JGU Internal University Research Funding and the Einstein Center Chronoi, Berlin 

 

The project explores the changes in the life courses, career trajectories, social belonging, and self-images 
of upwardly mobile men in an African society in transformation. It looks at four generations of educated 
men and their families from a marginalised rural area in Northern Ghana who have, after the introduction of 
the first schools in 1935, eventually made careers in the civil service, the educational sector, and the free 
professions. The co-ordinates of individual time ï family time ï historical time (Hareven 1977) and the con-
cept of generation (Mannheim 1952) are central to understanding the dynamics of this dramatic social 
transformation. 

The project will result in a book manuscript for which Carola Lentz started compiling interviews and obser-
vations since the early 1990s. In November and December 2024, she visited Ghana for an update and car-
ried out additional fieldwork at the funeral celebrations for Dr. E.N. Gyader, a long-term friend and interview 
partner who died unexpectedly in July this year. Next year, she will benefit from a three-month fellowship at 
the Einstein Center Chronoi, Berlin, for writing up some chapters and discussing them with co-fellows and 
colleagues in Berlin. 

 
 

 

 

 

Traditional hunters saluting Dr. E. N. Gyaderôs 

funeral, 30 November 2024.  

Photo: Carola Lentz . 

Selling Dr. E. N. Gyaderôs memoirs at the fune-

ral ground, 30 November 2024.  

Photo: Carola Lentz . 
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Policing as a practice of categorization   

Team members: Jan Beek (project coordination), Rachel Etse, Thomas Bierschenk   

Duration:  January 2024 ð August 2024  

Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)  

https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/policing-as-a-practice-of-categorisation-reciprocal-
ascriptions-in-the-control-of-public-spaces/ 

The project studies how actors reciprocally categorize each other in everyday policing and how these cate-
gories affect practices. By anthropologizing this field of research, the project innovatively approaches a 
topic that has sparked intense debate in both public and academic spheres. This involves contextualizing 
practices, acknowledging emic terminologies and multiperspectivity, and adopting a non-normative, episte-
mologically equidistant stance to identify contradictions rather than resolve them. 

The research design operationalizes these approaches through ethnographic research in two ñhotspotsò ï 
identified as such by actors and the media ï in the Rhine-Main area. In the current phase of the project, 
this hotspot is a football stadium. The study examines three central actor groups: fan liaisons, security per-
sonnel, and police officers, each with distinct interests, resources, and operational frameworks. In late 
2024, the research team ï consisting of nine students and the regular team members ï conducted partici-
pant observation across four match days at a regional football stadium. This research will culminate in an 
edited volume featuring team membersô contributions. 

On 21ï22 November 2024, the team organized the international workshop ñRelational knowledge produc-
tion in ethnographic team research: methodologies and epistemologiesò at JGU Mainz , together with Lisa 
Marie Borrelli (Social Works, HES-SO Valais-Wallis) and Julia Verne (Geography, JGU Mainz). The work-
shop addressed a crucial yet underexplored issue: how relationships among researchers shape knowledge 
production in increasingly team-based ethnographic research. The workshop explored these dynamics 
through collaborative writing and discussion, with results planned for publication in a special issue. 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo: Jan Beek. 

https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/policing-as-a-practice-of-categorisation-reciprocal-ascriptions-in-the-control-of-public-spaces/
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-ifeas-eng/policing-as-a-practice-of-categorisation-reciprocal-ascriptions-in-the-control-of-public-spaces/

