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INTRODUCTION

For the first time, after three years marked by the Corona pandemic and its global repercus
members of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies were able to continue their te
research projects without interruption or major challenges during the course of 2023. More that
leagues have been able to resume international collaborations and to return from online modes
nication to a department | ife with full pr e

Our research activities showed the continuation of many innovative projects, as well as new init
were started and intensified during the year. As always, colleagues in the department were su
attracting thymhrty funding from a variety of sources: Katrin Langewiesche continued a project fu
Welthungerhilfe, Ute R6schenthaler, Katrin Langewiesche, Heike Drotbohm and colleagues con
eral thirgharty projects funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), Nico Nassenstein co
project funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG) with British partners, Konstanze |
and Jan Beek continued their work on a project funded by the German Federal Ministry of Edu
Research (BMBF), and Matthias Krings and Claudia Bohme continued a research project fun
Thyssen Foundati on. T h & Cuttucal einteeffraneueship andedigitalrtrans-
formation in Africa and Asi ao, |l ed by Mat tt
the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), continued its activities in 20:
ous colleagues from the department (Heike Drotbohm, Matthias Krings, Nico Nassenstein and t

tinued to be involved in the Coll aborative
humandifferenzierungmainz.de), funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), with ind
research trips, medi a appearances, wor kshoj
people apart: Sorting, grouping and disti ng

pants. Hauke Dorsch, Nico Nassenstein and Lisa Roemer (University Library, JGU) have been
newBMBFunded resear ¢Goumpfechepgpembnin KO0l MAsS i n m
enable ifeas researchers to conduct four years of research on the Congolese individual holdi
AMA in cooperation with the JGU University Library and two collections in Hildesheim (Centel
Music) and Hannover (European Center for Jewish Music).

The department continues to collaborate fruitfully with many universities, institutions and re
around the world, including thestanding and flourishing partnership with the University of Rwa
through the Rhineldtalatinate / Republic of Rwanda Agreement, as well as with universities in .
Namibia, South Africa and many others. More than ever before, ifeas welcomed a large numbet
tional visitors, visiting scholars, artists and fellows. Funding for travel and accommodation cal
variety of academic institutions, including the Sulzmann Foundation, the Alexander von Humbol
tion, and collaborative research projects such as CEDITRAA and the Collaborative Research Ci
in which the department plays a central role. Guests have stayed for periods ranging from a fe
more than a year, taking part in the departmental colloquium, working in one of the collection:s
times teaching courses in Anthropology or African Languages and Linguistics. Two Humbol
chose our department for themaikh to twygear research stays in Germany: David Barasa (Masin
Muliro University of Science and Technology, Kakamega, Kenya) and Rowland Chukwuemeke
(Alex Ekwueme Federal UniversityAlitafuNigeria). The ifeas was and is honored to host both
searchers and their innovative research projects. Other guests include (in chronological order) \
student Bakar AbBalshid Jeduah (University of Milan/University of Turin, Italy), Colin Reilly (Esse
Nathalia Antonucci Fonseca (Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Brazi)Bdatieiiy Opok
(University of Ghana), Liketso Dube (Great Zimbabwe University, Masvingo, Zimbabwe), C
Thomas and Aquisia Thomas (Trinidad and Tobago), Mpunga wa llunga (UniMesité@ie Mbuji



Congo), Rachel Mariembe (University of Douala, Cameroon), Michael Meeuwis (Ghent Unive
gium), Patrick Oloko (University of Lagos, Nigeria), James Ogone (Jaramogi Oginga Odinga U
Science and Technology, Kisumu, Kenya), James Yeéku (University of Kansas, USA), Ibrahi
(Université Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar, Senegal), Mulu Getachew (University of Addis Ababa, Etl
Georges Kalombo (Université catholiqgue du Congo, DR Congo). Two aspiring musicians fre
(Sharon Onyan@ibo) and South Africa (Nonku Phiri) were invited to the AMA (African Music Al
as AArtists in Residenceo for several weeks:s
existing archive holdihgke results of their musical work were then presented at a public AMA
concert in July. The direct cooperation and collaboration with all guests contributes significantl
ternationalization of our faculty and university, for which Heike Drotbohm is responsible.

Carola Lentz, who holds a Senior Research Professorship in the department, continued to serv
dent of the Goetlmstitut. Matthias Krings continueddagcor of the Center for Intercultural Studies
(Z1S) until the existing instruments ZIS and SoCuM were merged into a new profile area, the Ge
Forum, at the end of 2023. The GFF is funded by the State Research Initiative for an initial pe
years. Members of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies were involved in variou

ti ves, including activities Iin the researct
organi zed an I nternational workshop i n De
enceso (around Franziska Fay), which won a

summer school in 2024.

The number of international workshops and conferences was higher than in preaffacsepandem
years, with many colleagues involved in organizing workshops, conference panels, and other
share and discuss their research both nationally and internationally.

Five new working papers (in the department's online working paper series) were published in th
the year, authored by Cassis Kilian, Thomas Bierschenk, Ramona Huber, Lena Scheibinger
Hauke Dorsch, Tom Simmert and Markus Verne. Members of ifastinanesl (o (Pedited sev-

eral books or special issues of journals (many of which have been published by international pt
renowned pessviewed journals); an impressive output that demonstrates the broad disseminati
search results by members of the department within the academic community. Again, numer
appearances by colleagues have demonstrated the department's visibility and involvement in
bates and discussions, as well as other public events, exhibitions and excursions. Numerous
reach activities were organized and carried out around the department's renowned collections,
African Music Archives, the Ethnographic Collection, and the Jahn Library for African Literatut
directors Hauke Dorsch, Muawga Brandstetter, and Anja Oed continued to engage in project initia
di scussions, exhibitions, and coll aboratior
and curated by Arvlaria Brandstetter with partners at the exhibition space Schule des Sehens.

In 2023, the social media team of student assistants Sophia Wimmer and Nadia Marchesi, su
Franziska Fay and Matthias Krings, continued their social media activities around the different
grams offered by the department: The Instagramhtiosgivmvw.instagram.com/ifeas_nvasz/
used to inform about study opportunities, to announce workshops, conferences and lectures,
professional fields for anthropologists and linguists and to introduce colleagues working in our ¢
(i feas Gesichtero), but also to iIinterview
signed to connect our scholars with thé anblio attract many more students.

In 2023, the focus on Central Africa, and the DR Congo in particular, could be strengthened ar
ed: The Leo Stappers Archive (LSA) was inaugurated as a new collection at ifeas in May with ir
guest speakers and researchers Mpunga wa llunga from the DR Congo and Michael Meeuwis
gium. After six months of sifting and sorting the material in the department's basement, selecte
manuscripts from th& @&ntury have already been digitized. In 2022, with the support of the Sul:
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Foundation, the way has been paved for a new Congo Research ArEbiseh{iugsgbiv),
which will process the estate of Dr. Erika Sulzmann in cooperation with institutions in the DR (
initiative is being promoted byMana Brandstetter, Matthias Krings and Lena Scheibinger.

Sever al new coll eagues joined the depart met
AbduRashid Jeduah, while some others had to leave. Franziska Reiffen successfully defende
sertation AThe Soci al Life of the Mall . Wo

completed their research projects. We are indebted to all of them for their valuable work, their c
to the department, and for their integrity and collegiality. After completing the positive tenure pre
his Junior Professorship, Nico Nassenstein gave his inaugural lecture in November 2023 as pal
pointment to the Professorship of African Languages and Linguistics.

We are grateful to all our colleagues, cooperation partners, students and the leadership of JG
continued support and interest, and we look forward to a similarly productive year in 2024.

Nico Nassenstein
Head of Department
March 2024



ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN STUDIES

The Department of Anthropology and African Studies (ifeas) at the JGU Mainz is an interdiscipli
tion which covers a broad spectrum of both research and teaching activities. These include soci
religious and economic anthropology, transnational and humanitarian studies, the politics and s
development, media and visual anthropology, modern popular culture, aesthetics as well as Af
tures, African music, theater and film and the languages of Africa.

The department s faculty includes the follc
Heike DrotbohrfAnthropology of African diaspora and transnationalism)
Franziska FagAnthropology with a focus on political anthropology) (Junior Professor)
Matthias KringéAnthropology and African popular culture)
Carola Lent¢Anthropology) (Senior Research Professor)
Nico NassensteifiAfrican languages and linguistics)
Markus VerngAnthropology with a focus on aesthetics)

In additioJte R6schenthalés extranumeragigofessor (apl. Prof.) Hetinut Asches honorary pro-
fessor at the department.

Degree programs offered at the department

The department currently offers a Master o
Bachel or of Arts (B. A.) i n Ant hropol ogy (n
cation (AAfrikanische Sprachen, Medi en und
(AEt hnol ogi eo) and African Languages and LI
tics (ALinguistiko) of the Department of E
A

(AAfri kanisti ko) .

The focus of the curriculum and research program is on contemporary Africa and its entangle
other world regions. Teaching and research go hand in hand, and advanced students are active
in research projects. Cooperation with African universities and collaboration with African colleag
central role in all these endeavors.

B. A. oAfri kani sche Sprachen, Medi en und Kor
munication)

https://www.ifeas-omdinz.de/studium/studiengaenqge/afrikaprsctiremedierundkommunikation
b-a/

The B. A. program AAfrican Languages, Medi a
tive of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies with the Department of African
(Institut fur Afrikanistik) at Goethe University Frankfurt. Its central focus is the practical training
can languages, one of them over the course of two years. In addition, it links African linguistic:
vant sociolinguistic issues and topics of digital and intercultural communication.
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B.A. OEthnologied (Anthropology)
http://www.ifeas-ominz.de/1713.phttp://www.ifeas-uminz.de/eng/294.php

The thregear program focuses on the diversity of contemporary cultural and social practices an
provide students with a thorough grounding in the methods, theory, and history of anthropo
search. While enabling students to explore
gional focus is on Africa (south of the Sahara). It integrates the concerns, approaches and mett
thropology, sociology, history, literary studies, media studies, cultural studies, and linguistics
have plenty of scope to develop and pursue their own thematic interests.

M. A. OEthnologie des Gl obalend (Anthropol oc
http://www.ifeas-ominz.de/293.phhttp://www.ifeas-uminz.de/eng/293.php

The twegyear program offers reseanemted training in anthropology. It is closely connected with
departmentds main research interests and t|
and numerous academic staff, the Ethnographic Collection, the Jahn Library for African Litera
the African Music Archives. The program combines a broad engagement with the areas, the
methods of anthropology on an advanced level in the context of a student research project, suy
members of the departmentés academic staff,
cific topic, plan and carry out fieldwork as well as processing, analyzing, interpreting and prese
data. In the course of student research projects, relevant anthropological research methods ar
and practiced.

B. A. oLinguistik mit Schwerpunkt Afri kani s
guages and Linguistics)

https://www.linquistik.foOsamz.de/Hamqgquistik/

The B. A, ALIi ngui sti ko wi tydar ssgyemodgramloffercd ltyithe De-

partment of English and Linguistics in cooperation with the section of African Languages and

within the Department of Anthropology and African Studies. The specialization within the B.A.
cuses on the reconstruction and analysis of similarities across the four language phyla of Africa
offer a broad approach to Africa as a field of linguistic research, students study the different ge
areas and their specific linguistic features. Apart from classificatory systems of African language
development, the focus lies on insights into phonological as well as structural phenomena (suc
class systems, verbal extensions, word order, etc.). The program offers the whole range of Afri
tics, covering the transcription of languages, their morphosyntactic structures, language contac
as well as processes of linguistic change.



http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1713.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/294.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/293.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/293.php
https://www.linguistik.fb05.uni-mainz.de/ba-linguistik/

Lingala: Current Topics / Sujets

Publications of the department dactualité

Edited by Nico Massenstein & Janika Kunzmann

The department publishes the Maiager Beitrage zur Afrikaforschu
(editors: Heike Drotbohm, Franziska Fay, Matthias Krings, Nico
Anja Oed, and Markus Verne; Cologne: Rudigéttiiépeyw.ifeas-u
mainz.de/publikatio@émainzeoeitraegeurafrikaforschung/

In 2023, one new volume was published:

Nico Nassenstein and Janika Kunzmanriifegieg: Current Topics /
j e t S d (Mamz&l’ B%rhge Zu®0\frlkaf0I’SChung, 47) Malmerﬂalt_r!gezurﬂfﬂhl'o-mung 47

Riicen Keews Vimks - Kiun

Furthermore, the department publishes an online series of workihgitsgag®ere des Instituts

fur Ethnologie und Afrikastudien der Johannes Gutehlmévgrsitat MainaVorking Papers of the
Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg Uhiygessity Mair
www.ifeas.umainz.de/publikatio2éarbeitspapiexeManaging editor: Friederike Vigeland. In 2023
five new working papers were published:

Cassis Kilian. |l f only the F¢ghrer knew: Ver
Papers of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg
Main201.

Thomas Bierschenk. Ethnologie und Entwicklung in Deutschland. Eine GeschichtdrdpefSegenw
of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg Univer:
202.

Ramona Huber. Jugendliche am Rheinufer inAvkitiken und DiskuRapers of the Department
of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg Und@dsity Mainz

Lena Scheibinger. Vom Wissen der Dinge. Zum Verhaltnis von ethnografischen Sammelpraktiki
nologischer Theoriebildung in der Bundesrepublik DeutschlandPapehs1846e Department of
Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg Unk@4sity Mainz

Hauke Dorsch; Tom Simmert; Markus Verne. Beyond the Dichotomy. Musical Relations betw
and the West in the 19B@pers of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the J
nes Gutenberg University Naibi.z

ARBEITSPAPIER - WORKING PAPER ':E[H ARBEITSPAPIER - WORKING PAPER ARBEITSPAPIER - WORKING PAPER ':EI:IZEI ARBEITSPAPIER - WORKING PAPER ':EI:M ARBEITSPAPIER - WORKING PAPER ':EI:IE-

Hauke Dorsch,
Tom Simmert and

Ramana Huber
Markus Verne

Cassis Kilian Thomas Bierschenk Lena Scheibinger

Ethnologie und Enfwicklung in
Deutschiand
Eine Geschichte der Gaganwart

Jugendiiche am Rhelnufer
in Mainz
Praktiken und Diskurse

Vam Wissen der Dinge

Zum Verhilinis van athnografi-
schen Semmelprakiiken und
alhnologescher Theoriebildung in
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland
nach 1845

If only the Fiihrer knew
‘lemacular Cosmopolita-
nism in Berlin's Anglo-
phone Comedy Clubs

Beyond the Dichotomy
Musical Relalions betwean Alrica
and the West in the 19805


https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/mainzer-beitraege-zur-afrikaforschung/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/mainzer-beitraege-zur-afrikaforschung/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/

Research facilities in the department

The departmentds research facilities inclu
faculty as well as to other researchers:

il

=A = =4 =4

a departmental librargBereichsbibliothek Ethnologie und Afrikastudien), which complement
holdings of the university library and comprises approximately 50,000 volumes as well as
journals.

theJahn Library for African Literatu{@ahrBibliothek fiir afrikanische Literaturen)
theAfrican Music Archivdgrchiv fur die Musik Afrikas)
theEthnographic Collectiqithnografische Studiensammlung)

avideo archivghttp://www.ifeas-ominz.de/230.9hgomprising ethnographic films, documen-
taries on African cultures and societies and on current events in the region as well as m
and African films and film adaptations.

theOnline Archive: African Independence [@ayss://bildarchiv-ominz.de/AV)Jivhich pro-
vides users with full digital access to more than 20,000 images as well as data collected in
tive research on the Independence Days in twelve African countries.

theArchive: West African Settlement His{btip://www.ifeas-uminz.de/781.phgpmprising

more than 6,000 pages of notes, transcriptions, and translations relating to almost 800 i
conducted with village elders, earth priests, and village chiefs in the border regions of Bur
and Ghana, as well as further documents from various regional archives.

theLeo Stappers Archivattps://www.ifeas-omdinz.de/lestappersrchiy/ provides access to
thousands of unique manuscripts and grammars from the Congd1B&sih itBo® focus on

the Kasai region; the archive comprises the former research library of the first Professor
Philology (197#77) as well as archival material by missionaries Camille Frangois Van R
Egide de Boeck and former colleagungialh¥Veier.

Since November 1, 2022, the systematic archiving of correspondence and research docun
the Erika Sulzmann estate by a research assistant has created the hi&sisgdor the
Forschungsarchiv MaifZongo Research Archive Mainz), financed by the Sulzmann Found:
JGU Mainz.

A sample of AMA vinyl records.
Photo:Thomas Hartmann.



http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/230.php
https://bildarchiv.uni-mainz.de/AUJ/
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/781.php
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/leo-stappers-archiv/

Jahn Library for African Literatures

The Jahn Library for African Litergtupegwww.jaltibliothek.ifeas ummainz.deholds a unique col-
lection of literary works in more than ninety languages. It is one of the earliest and most comy
research facilities for African literatures worldwide. It evolved from the private collection of Jan
(19181973), whose interest in African literature arose during a public talk by the Senegalese
politician Léopold Sédar Senghor in Frankfurt in 1951. For the rest of his life, Jahn not only coll
can literature but also translated and edited literary works by African writers, compiled bibliogre
reference books, and published widely on African literature and culture. In this way, he signifi
hanced public awareness of African literature in Gefiratng @me when works by African writers
written in one of the colonial languages were still largely regarded as offshoots of the respective
national literatureslso contributed to the global acknowledgment of African literature across lin
boundaries. Recently, a series of reels on Ib Zongos graphic biography of Janheinz Jahn was
on instagrarht{ps://www.instagram.com/ifeas )mHwezJahn Library is headed by Anja Oed.

Il n 2023, the digitization project AAfri kan
im QTon: Digitalisierung historischer Tonbénder des deutselmnnafigtan Gerd Meuer {1941
2017)0 was successfully compl et e dicenfudy audip r o |
tapes given to the department by the late German Africa journalist Gerd Meuer. It was funded b
Wilhelm Miller Foundatiduitps://www.ifeas-omainz.de/ewms/gefoerdendgekte/afrikanisehe
schriftstellerinnandmusikerinnates20jahrhunderato-ton).
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Work in progress: audiotapes to be digitized. Photo: Johanna Schramm.


http://www.jahn-bibliothek.ifeas.uni-mainz.de
https://www.instagram.com/ifeas_mainz/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/ewms/gefoerderte-projekte/afrikanische-schriftstellerinnen-und-musikerinnen-des-20-jahrhunderts-im-o-ton/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/ewms/gefoerderte-projekte/afrikanische-schriftstellerinnen-und-musikerinnen-des-20-jahrhunderts-im-o-ton/

African Music Archivé&aMA)

Established in 1991, the AMAGs <coll ection
reeltoreel tapes, vinyl singles, vinyl LPs, music cassettes, CDs-VBS andl€/Ds. Since 2010,
when Hauke Dorsch joined as the AMAG6s dire
and digitizing the records, cataloguing the collection, acquainting students with African music th
bitions, workshops and courses, and reaching out to the scientific community through confer
workshops and to a wider public via old and new media. The collection continues to be extendec

The year 2023 was a year of many new achievements and events, SoutkpAfr&dan composer,
musicologist and cello player, Thokozani Mhlambi performed in the AMA.

We established an Artists in Residence program (financed by CEDITRAA) and invited the
Nonku Phiri (South Africa) and Sharon GbhogdJganda/Kenya) to research the archives for fo
weeks and play a set based-wnagined historical recordings on Jul@r2ihe same evening kora
virtuoso Dembo Jobarteh and his daughter Sally performed music from the traditional Mandinka
Closing the evening Tom Simmert and Hauke Dorsch served again as DJs.

On October?5 t he Uni versityds Vice Presi dadnatorf or

of JGUOGs Collections Lisa Roemer a n-doungpeha A
|l i stening station with playlists from the
tion zone of the Universitybds collections.

To reach out to audiences beyond Mainz, journalist and music producer Jean Trouillet and Hat
established a collaborative program in the frame of the Globalwize music show on Radio X, F
Shows included a presentation of the AMA by Hauke Dorsch, an introduction to Afrobeats by ife
Kathrin Thomas, an interview with Sharon @blamgnd Nonku Phiri by Tom Simmert and Hauk
Dorsch, an introduction to music from the Indian Ocean Islands by Kathrin Thomas and an inte
Gunter Gretz by Jean Trouillet and ['=w'e - -

Dorsch. The shows are availablattps/

wwwmixcloud.com/Greeib 426, 428, 43mﬁtc ?

434 and 436, respectively).

Finally, after some years of preparations,
itizatiomndresearciprojecKOSTIME ounte
hegemonic Voices in Music Archives) st
October.

Sharon Onyan@ibo, Nonku Phiri, Tom Simmert,
Trouillet and Tesfahun Haddis in the studio of R&
Photo: Hauke Dorsch.
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https://www.mixcloud.com/Greedio/
mixcloud.com/Greedio

Ethnographic Collection

Dr . Eri ka Sul zmann started t he htthédvpaifdasuaint
mainz.de/1007.phim 1948, she became the first lecturer of anthropology at the newly establishec
fur Volkerkunde at the JGU and immediately began building up an ethnographic collection. Frc
1954, she spent more than two years in the Belgian Congo (now Democratic Republic of Cong
out fieldwork among the Ekonda and Bolia in the equatorial rainforest together with Ernst Wilhe
who was a Ph.D. student in anthropology at the time. They collected more than 500 objects, wt
the original core of the departmentds hol di
subsequent research travels to the Congo between 1956 and 1980.

Today, the collections encompass about 2,900 objects, mainly from Central and West Africa, bt
Australi a, Papua New Gui nea, and from other
in teaching. Students learn how to handle ethnographic objects according to ethical consideratic
conserve them, and how to design small exhibitions around them. SinddatROBrandsetter
has been the collections6é curator.

In 2023 we welcomed many visitors to the collection, among others, students from other depe
Mainz university and guests at our department.

The fAWer kstatt Provenienzforschung: Obj ekt e
Research Lab: Objects from the Ethnographi
activities in 2023. From April 19 to May l8)JafanBrandstetter transformed the exhibition spac
ASchule des Sehenso into a Aworkshopo or i
provenance researchers. The workshop focused on 285 cultural artefacts, all of which were di
Germany during the German colonial period in Cameroon and are currently being cared for in
spent a month researching the cultural artefacts, correcting and adding to database entries, e
and everyone could joinan simply drop in and have a chat with the organizers. The talks and di
sions during the guided tours for students from history, geography and other departments anc
staff and the encounters with various visitors revolved around questions of the provenance, the «
nificance and the future dealing with the cultural artefacts, including restitution.

Photos: A.
Brandstetter
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