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INTRODUCTION  

 
For the first time, after three years marked by the Corona pandemic and its global repercussions, the 
members of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies were able to continue their teaching and 
research projects without interruption or major challenges during the course of 2023. More than ever, col-
leagues have been able to resume international collaborations and to return from online modes of commu-

nication to a department life with full presence and plenty of ñofflineò activities.  

Our research activities showed the continuation of many innovative projects, as well as new initiatives that 
were started and intensified during the year. As always, colleagues in the department were successful in 
attracting third-party funding from a variety of sources: Katrin Langewiesche continued a project funded by 
Welthungerhilfe, Ute Röschenthaler, Katrin Langewiesche, Heike Drotbohm and colleagues continued sev-
eral third-party projects funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), Nico Nassenstein continued a 
project funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG) with British partners, Konstanze N'Guessan 
and Jan Beek continued their work on a project funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (BMBF), and Matthias Krings and Claudia Böhme continued a research project funded by the 
Thyssen Foundation. The collaborative project ñCEDITRAA ï Cultural entrepreneurship and digital trans-
formation in Africa and Asiaò, led by Matthias Krings together with colleagues from Frankfurt and funded by 
the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), continued its activities in 2023. Numer-
ous colleagues from the department (Heike Drotbohm, Matthias Krings, Nico Nassenstein and teams) con-
tinued to be involved in the Collaborative Research Center 1482 ñStudies in human differentiationò (https://
humandifferenzierung.uni-mainz.de), funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), with individual 
research trips, media appearances, workshops and, in 2023, the organization of a summer school ñTelling 
people apart: Sorting, grouping and distinguishingò in June 2022 with international PhD students as partici-
pants. Hauke Dorsch, Nico Nassenstein and Lisa Roemer (University Library, JGU) have been awarded a 
new BMBF-funded research project ñKOSTIMA ï Counter-hegemonic voices in music archivesò, which will 
enable ifeas researchers to conduct four years of research on the Congolese individual holdings of the 
AMA in cooperation with the JGU University Library and two collections in Hildesheim (Center for World 

Music) and Hannover (European Center for Jewish Music). 

The department continues to collaborate fruitfully with many universities, institutions and researchers 
around the world, including the long-standing and flourishing partnership with the University of Rwanda 
through the Rhineland-Palatinate / Republic of Rwanda Agreement, as well as with universities in Japan, 
Namibia, South Africa and many others. More than ever before, ifeas welcomed a large number of interna-
tional visitors, visiting scholars, artists and fellows. Funding for travel and accommodation came from a 
variety of academic institutions, including the Sulzmann Foundation, the Alexander von Humboldt Founda-
tion, and collaborative research projects such as CEDITRAA and the Collaborative Research Center 1482, 
in which the department plays a central role. Guests have stayed for periods ranging from a few weeks to 
more than a year, taking part in the departmental colloquium, working in one of the collections or some-
times teaching courses in Anthropology or African Languages and Linguistics. Two Humboldt fellows 
chose our department for their six-month to two-year research stays in Germany: David Barasa (Masinde 
Muliro University of Science and Technology, Kakamega, Kenya) and Rowland Chukwuemeka Amaefula 
(Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu-Alike, Nigeria). The ifeas was and is honored to host both re-
searchers and their innovative research projects. Other guests include (in chronological order) visiting PhD 
student Bakar Abdul-Rashid Jeduah (University of Milan/University of Turin, Italy), Colin Reilly (Essex, UK), 
Nathália Antonucci Fonseca (Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), Juidth Opoku-Boateng 
(University of Ghana), Liketso Dube (Great Zimbabwe University, Masvingo, Zimbabwe), Charleston 
Thomas and Aquisia Thomas (Trinidad and Tobago), Mpunga wa Ilunga (Université de Mbuji-Mayi, DR 
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Congo), Rachel Mariembe (University of Douala, Cameroon), Michael Meeuwis (Ghent University, Bel-
gium), Patrick Oloko (University of Lagos, Nigeria), James Ogone (Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University of 
Science and Technology, Kisumu, Kenya), James Yékú (University of Kansas, USA), Ibrahima Wane 
(Université Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar, Senegal), Mulu Getachew (University of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia) and 
Georges Kalombo (Université catholique du Congo, DR Congo). Two aspiring musicians from Kenya 
(Sharon Onyango-Obbo) and South Africa (Nonku Phiri) were invited to the AMA (African Music Archives) 
as ñArtists in Residenceò for several weeks in the summer, where they were able to work creatively with the 
existing archive holdings ï the results of their musical work were then presented at a public AMA remix 
concert in July. The direct cooperation and collaboration with all guests contributes significantly to the in-

ternationalization of our faculty and university, for which Heike Drotbohm is responsible. 

Carola Lentz, who holds a Senior Research Professorship in the department, continued to serve as Presi-
dent of the Goethe-Institut. Matthias Krings continued as co-director of the Center for Intercultural Studies 
(ZIS) until the existing instruments ZIS and SoCuM were merged into a new profile area, the Georg Forster 
Forum, at the end of 2023. The GFF is funded by the State Research Initiative for an initial period of five 
years. Members of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies were involved in various ZIS initia-
tives, including activities in the research group ñLinguistic Anthropology, Anthropological Linguisticsò, which 
organized an international workshop in December, and the research group ñIndian Ocean Conflu-
encesò (around Franziska Fay), which won a grant by Volkswagen Foundation to organize an international 

summer school in 2024. 

The number of international workshops and conferences was higher than in previous pandemic-affected 
years, with many colleagues involved in organizing workshops, conference panels, and other events to 

share and discuss their research both nationally and internationally. 

Five new working papers (in the department's online working paper series) were published in the course of 
the year, authored by Cassis Kilian, Thomas Bierschenk, Ramona Huber, Lena Scheibinger as well as 
Hauke Dorsch, Tom Simmert and Markus Verne. Members of ifeas have (co-)authored or (co-)edited sev-
eral books or special issues of journals (many of which have been published by international publishers or 
renowned peer-reviewed journals); an impressive output that demonstrates the broad dissemination of re-
search results by members of the department within the academic community. Again, numerous media 
appearances by colleagues have demonstrated the department's visibility and involvement in current de-
bates and discussions, as well as other public events, exhibitions and excursions. Numerous public out-
reach activities were organized and carried out around the department's renowned collections, namely the 
African Music Archives, the Ethnographic Collection, and the Jahn Library for African Literatures, whose 
directors Hauke Dorsch, Anna-Maria Brandstetter, and Anja Oed continued to engage in project initiatives, 
discussions, exhibitions, and collaborations; among   these the ñWerkstatt Provenienzforschungò organized 

and curated by Anna-Maria Brandstetter with partners at the exhibition space Schule des Sehens. 

In 2023, the social media team of student assistants Sophia Wimmer and Nadia Marchesi, supported by 
Franziska Fay and Matthias Krings, continued their social media activities around the different study pro-
grams offered by the department: The Instagram account https://www.instagram.com/ifeas_mainz/ was 
used to inform about study opportunities, to announce workshops, conferences and lectures, to present 
professional fields for anthropologists and linguists and to introduce colleagues working in our department 
(ñifeas Gesichterò), but also to interview students (ñFrag Ethnos!ò). These various online activities are de-

signed to connect our scholars with the public ï and to attract many more students. 

In 2023, the focus on Central Africa, and the DR Congo in particular, could be strengthened and expand-
ed: The Leo Stappers Archive (LSA) was inaugurated as a new collection at ifeas in May with international 
guest speakers and researchers Mpunga wa Ilunga from the DR Congo and Michael Meeuwis from Bel-
gium. After six months of sifting and sorting the material in the department's basement, selected valuable 
manuscripts from the 19th century have already been digitized. In 2022, with the support of the Sulzmann 

https://www.instagram.com/ifeas_mainz/
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Foundation, the way has been paved for a new Congo Research Archive (Kongo-Forschungsarchiv), 
which will process the estate of Dr. Erika Sulzmann in cooperation with institutions in the DR Congo; this 

initiative is being promoted by Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Matthias Krings and Lena Scheibinger. 

Several new colleagues joined the department, including Lena Scheibinger, ķebnem Altunkaya and Bakar 
Abdul-Rashid Jeduah, while some others had to leave. Franziska Reiffen successfully defended her dis-
sertation ñThe Social Life of the Mall. Working and Dwelling in Urban Argentinaò; others have successfully 
completed their research projects. We are indebted to all of them for their valuable work, their contribution 
to the department, and for their integrity and collegiality. After completing the positive tenure procedure for 
his Junior Professorship, Nico Nassenstein gave his inaugural lecture in November 2023 as part of his ap-

pointment to the Professorship of African Languages and Linguistics. 

We are grateful to all our colleagues, cooperation partners, students and the leadership of JGU for their 

continued support and interest, and we look forward to a similarly productive year in 2024.  

 

Nico Nassenstein 
Head of Department 

March 2024 
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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN STUDIES  

The Department of Anthropology and African Studies (ifeas) at the JGU Mainz is an interdisciplinary institu-
tion which covers a broad spectrum of both research and teaching activities. These include social, political, 
religious and economic anthropology, transnational and humanitarian studies, the politics and sociology of 
development, media and visual anthropology, modern popular culture, aesthetics as well as African litera-
tures, African music, theater and film and the languages of Africa. 

The departmentôs faculty includes the following professorships:  

Heike Drotbohm (Anthropology of African diaspora and transnationalism)  

Franziska Fay (Anthropology with a focus on political anthropology) (Junior Professor) 

Matthias Krings (Anthropology and African popular culture)  

Carola Lentz (Anthropology) (Senior Research Professor) 

Nico Nassenstein (African languages and linguistics)  

Markus Verne (Anthropology with a focus on aesthetics)  

In addition, Ute Röschenthaler is extranumerary professor (apl. Prof.) and Helmut Asche is honorary pro-
fessor at the department.  

 

Degree programs offered at the department 

The department currently offers a Master of Arts (M.A.) in Anthropology (ñAnthropology of the Globalò), a 
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Anthropology (ñEthnologieò), a B.A. in African Languages, Media and Communi-
cation (ñAfrikanische Sprachen, Medien und Kommunikationò) and a Ph.D. (Promotion) in Anthropology 
(ñEthnologieò) and African Languages and Linguistics (ñAfrikanistikò). It is also involved in the B.A. Linguis-
tics (ñLinguistikò) of the Department of English and Linguistics by teaching the module African Linguistics 
(ñAfrikanistikò). 

The focus of the curriculum and research program is on contemporary Africa and its entanglements with 
other world regions. Teaching and research go hand in hand, and advanced students are actively involved 
in research projects. Cooperation with African universities and collaboration with African colleagues play a 
central role in all these endeavors. 

 

B.A. òAfrikanische Sprachen, Medien und Kommunikationò (African Languages, Media and Com-
munication) 

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/studium/studiengaenge/afrikanische-sprachen-medien-und-kommunikation-
b-a/ 

The B.A. program ñAfrican Languages, Media and Communicationò, a cooperative program, is a joint initia-
tive of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies with the Department of African Linguistics 
(Institut für Afrikanistik) at Goethe University Frankfurt. Its central focus is the practical training in two Afri-
can languages, one of them over the course of two years. In addition, it links African linguistics with rele-
vant sociolinguistic issues and topics of digital and intercultural communication.  

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/studium/studiengaenge/afrikanische-sprachen-medien-und-kommunikation-b-a/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/studium/studiengaenge/afrikanische-sprachen-medien-und-kommunikation-b-a/
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B.A. òEthnologieó (Anthropology) 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1713.php  /  http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/294.php 

The three-year program focuses on the diversity of contemporary cultural and social practices and aims to 
provide students with a thorough grounding in the methods, theory, and history of anthropological re-
search. While enabling students to explore human practices in all regions of the world, the programôs re-
gional focus is on Africa (south of the Sahara). It integrates the concerns, approaches and methods of an-
thropology, sociology, history, literary studies, media studies, cultural studies, and linguistics. Students 
have plenty of scope to develop and pursue their own thematic interests. 

 

M.A. òEthnologie des Globalenó (Anthropology of the Global) 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/293.php  /  http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/293.php 

The two-year program offers research-oriented training in anthropology. It is closely connected with the 
departmentôs main research interests and the departmentôs exceptional resources with five professorships 
and numerous academic staff, the Ethnographic Collection, the Jahn Library for African Literatures, and 
the African Music Archives. The program combines a broad engagement with the areas, theories and 
methods of anthropology on an advanced level in the context of a student research project, supervised by 
members of the departmentôs academic staff, in which students explore a thematically and regionally spe-
cific topic, plan and carry out fieldwork as well as processing, analyzing, interpreting and presenting their 
data. In the course of student research projects, relevant anthropological research methods are acquired 
and practiced. 

 

B.A. òLinguistik mit Schwerpunkt Afrikanistikó (Linguistics with specialization in African Lan-
guages and Linguistics)  

https://www.linguistik.fb05.uni-mainz.de/ba-linguistik/ 

The B.A. ñLinguistikò with specialization in ñAfrikanistikò is a three-year study program offered by the De-
partment of English and Linguistics in cooperation with the section of African Languages and Linguistics 
within the Department of Anthropology and African Studies. The specialization within the B.A. program fo-
cuses on the reconstruction and analysis of similarities across the four language phyla of Africa. Aiming to 
offer a broad approach to Africa as a field of linguistic research, students study the different geographical 
areas and their specific linguistic features. Apart from classificatory systems of African languages and their 
development, the focus lies on insights into phonological as well as structural phenomena (such as noun 
class systems, verbal extensions, word order, etc.). The program offers the whole range of African linguis-
tics, covering the transcription of languages, their morphosyntactic structures, language contact scenarios 
as well as processes of linguistic change.  

 

 

  

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1713.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/294.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/293.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/293.php
https://www.linguistik.fb05.uni-mainz.de/ba-linguistik/
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Publications of the department  

The department publishes the series Mainzer Beiträge zur Afrikaforschung 
(editors: Heike Drotbohm, Franziska Fay, Matthias Krings, Nico Nassenstein, 
Anja Oed, and Markus Verne; Cologne: Rüdiger Köppe, https://www.ifeas.uni-
mainz.de/publikationen-2/mainzer-beitraege-zur-afrikaforschung/). 

In 2023, one new volume was published: 

Nico Nassenstein and Janika Kunzmann (eds.): Lingala: Current Topics / Su-
jets dóactualit®. (Mainzer Beiträge zur Afrikaforschung, 47). 
 
 
Furthermore, the department publishes an online series of working papers, Arbeitspapiere des Instituts 
für Ethnologie und Afrikastudien der Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz / Working Papers of the 
Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (https://
www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/). Managing editor: Friederike Vigeland. In 2023, 
five new working papers were published:  

Cassis Kilian. If only the F¿hrer knew: Vernacular Cosmopolitanism in Berlinôs Anglophone Comedy Clubs. 
Papers of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University 
Mainz 201. 

Thomas Bierschenk. Ethnologie und Entwicklung in Deutschland. Eine Geschichte der Gegenwart. Papers 
of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 
202. 

Ramona Huber. Jugendliche am Rheinufer in Mainz ï Praktiken und Diskurse. Papers of the Department 
of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 203. 

Lena Scheibinger. Vom Wissen der Dinge. Zum Verhältnis von ethnografischen Sammelpraktiken und eth-
nologischer Theoriebildung in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland nach 1945. Papers of the Department of 
Anthropology and African Studies of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 204. 

Hauke Dorsch; Tom Simmert; Markus Verne. Beyond the Dichotomy. Musical Relations between Africa 
and the West in the 1980s. Papers of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies of the Johan-
nes Gutenberg University Mainz 205. 

 

  

https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/mainzer-beitraege-zur-afrikaforschung/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/mainzer-beitraege-zur-afrikaforschung/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/publikationen-2/arbeitspapiere/
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Research facilities in the department  

The departmentôs research facilities include the following resources, which are available to students, the 
faculty as well as to other researchers: 

¶ a departmental library (Bereichsbibliothek Ethnologie und Afrikastudien), which complements the 
holdings of the university library and comprises approximately 50,000 volumes as well as about 70 
journals. 

¶ the Jahn Library for African Literatures (Jahn-Bibliothek für afrikanische Literaturen) 

¶ the African Music Archives (Archiv für die Musik Afrikas) 

¶ the Ethnographic Collection (Ethnografische Studiensammlung) 

¶ a video archive (http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/230.php) comprising ethnographic films, documen-
taries on African cultures and societies and on current events in the region as well as music clips 
and African films and film adaptations. 

¶ the Online Archive: African Independence Days (https://bildarchiv.uni-mainz.de/AUJ/), which pro-
vides users with full digital access to more than 20,000 images as well as data collected in collabora-
tive research on the Independence Days in twelve African countries. 

¶ the Archive: West African Settlement History (http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/781.php) comprising 
more than 6,000 pages of notes, transcriptions, and translations relating to almost 800 interviews 
conducted with village elders, earth priests, and village chiefs in the border regions of Burkina Faso 
and Ghana, as well as further documents from various regional archives. 

¶ the Leo Stappers Archive (https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/leo-stappers-archiv/) provides access to 
thousands of unique manuscripts and grammars from the Congo Basin (1890ï1980) with a focus on 
the Kasai region; the archive comprises the former research library of the first Professor of African 
Philology (1974ï1977) as well as archival material by missionaries Camille François Van Ronslé, 
Egide de Boeck and former colleague Hans-Ingolf Weier. 

¶ Since November 1, 2022, the systematic archiving of correspondence and research documents from 
the Erika Sulzmann estate by a research assistant has created the basis for the Kongo-
Forschungsarchiv Mainz (Congo Research Archive Mainz), financed by the Sulzmann Foundation, 
JGU Mainz. 

 

A sample of AMA vinyl records. 

Photo:Thomas Hartmann. 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/230.php
https://bildarchiv.uni-mainz.de/AUJ/
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/781.php
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/leo-stappers-archiv/
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Jahn Library for African Literatures  

The Jahn Library for African Literatures (http://www.jahn-bibliothek.ifeas.uni-mainz.de) holds a unique col-
lection of literary works in more than ninety languages. It is one of the earliest and most comprehensive 
research facilities for African literatures worldwide. It evolved from the private collection of Janheinz Jahn 
(1918ï1973), whose interest in African literature arose during a public talk by the Senegalese poet and 
politician Léopold Sédar Senghor in Frankfurt in 1951. For the rest of his life, Jahn not only collected Afri-
can literature but also translated and edited literary works by African writers, compiled bibliographies and 
reference books, and published widely on African literature and culture. In this way, he significantly en-
hanced public awareness of African literature in Germany and ï at a time when works by African writers 
written in one of the colonial languages were still largely regarded as offshoots of the respective European 
national literatures ï also contributed to the global acknowledgment of African literature across linguistic 
boundaries. Recently, a series of reels on Ib Zongos graphic biography of Janheinz Jahn was published 
on instagram (https://www.instagram.com/ifeas_mainz/). The Jahn Library is headed by Anja Oed. 

In 2023, the digitization project ñAfrikanische Schriftsteller:innen und Musiker:innen des 20. Jahrhunderts 
im O-Ton: Digitalisierung historischer Tonbänder des deutschen Afrika-Journalisten Gerd Meuer (1941ï
2017)ò was successfully completed. The project was concerned with the digitisation of 20th-century audio-
tapes given to the department by the late German Africa journalist Gerd Meuer. It was funded by the Ernst 
Wilhelm Müller Foundation (https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/ewms/gefoerderte-projekte/afrikanische-
schriftstellerinnen-und-musikerinnen-des-20-jahrhunderts-im-o-ton/).  

 

 

 

Work in progress: audiotapes to be digitized. Photo: Johanna Schramm.  

http://www.jahn-bibliothek.ifeas.uni-mainz.de
https://www.instagram.com/ifeas_mainz/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/ewms/gefoerderte-projekte/afrikanische-schriftstellerinnen-und-musikerinnen-des-20-jahrhunderts-im-o-ton/
https://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/ewms/gefoerderte-projekte/afrikanische-schriftstellerinnen-und-musikerinnen-des-20-jahrhunderts-im-o-ton/
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African Music Archives (AMA) 

Established in 1991, the AMAôs collection of modern music from Africa includes shellacs, acetate discs, 
reel-to-reel tapes, vinyl singles, vinyl LPs, music cassettes, CDs, VHS, video-CDs and DVDs. Since 2010, 
when Hauke Dorsch joined as the AMAôs director, activities have focused on four main fields: conserving 
and digitizing the records, cataloguing the collection, acquainting students with African music through exhi-
bitions, workshops and courses, and reaching out to the scientific community through conferences and 
workshops and to a wider public via old and new media. The collection continues to be extended. 

The year 2023 was a year of many new achievements and events. On April 21st, South African composer, 
musicologist and cello player, Thokozani Mhlambi performed in the AMA.  

We established an Artists in Residence program (financed by CEDITRAA) and invited the musicians 
Nonku Phiri (South Africa) and Sharon Onyango-Obbo (Uganda/Kenya) to research the archives for four 
weeks and play a set based on re-imagined historical recordings on July 21st. On the same evening kora 
virtuoso Dembo Jobarteh and his daughter Sally performed music from the traditional Mandinka repertoire. 
Closing the evening Tom Simmert and Hauke Dorsch served again as DJs.  

On October 25th, the Universityôs Vice President for Learning and Teaching Stephan Jolie, the co-ordinator 
of JGUôs Collections Lisa Roemer and the AMAôs director Hauke Dorsch inaugurated the AMA-Lounge, a 
listening station with playlists from the AMAôs collections and the Sammlungsschaufenster, a new exhibi-
tion zone of the Universityôs collections.  

To reach out to audiences beyond Mainz, journalist and music producer Jean Trouillet and Hauke Dorsch 
established a collaborative program in the frame of the Globalwize music show on Radio X, Frankfurt/M. 
Shows included a presentation of the AMA by Hauke Dorsch, an introduction to Afrobeats by ifeas student 
Kathrin Thomas, an interview with Sharon Onyango-Obbo and Nonku Phiri by Tom Simmert and Hauke 
Dorsch, an introduction to music from the Indian Ocean Islands by Kathrin Thomas and an interview with 
Günter Gretz by Jean Trouillet and Hauke 
Dorsch. The shows are available on https://
www.mixcloud.com/Greedio (# 426, 428, 430, 
434 and 436, respectively).  

Finally, after some years of preparations, the dig-
itization and research project KOSTIMA (Counter-
hegemonic Voices in Music Archives) started in 
October.   

 

 

 

 

Sharon Onyango-Obbo, Nonku Phiri, Tom Simmert, Jean 

Trouillet and Tesfahun Haddis in the studio of Radio X. 

Photo: Hauke Dorsch. 

https://www.mixcloud.com/Greedio/
mixcloud.com/Greedio
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Ethnographic Collection  

Dr. Erika Sulzmann started the departmentôs ethnographic collections in 1950 (http://www.ifeas.uni-
mainz.de/1007.php). In 1948, she became the first lecturer of anthropology at the newly established Institut 
für Völkerkunde at the JGU and immediately began building up an ethnographic collection. From 1951 to 
1954, she spent more than two years in the Belgian Congo (now Democratic Republic of Congo), carrying 
out fieldwork among the Ekonda and Bolia in the equatorial rainforest together with Ernst Wilhelm Müller, 
who was a Ph.D. student in anthropology at the time. They collected more than 500 objects, which formed 
the original core of the departmentôs holdings. Erika Sulzmann constantly expanded the collections during 
subsequent research travels to the Congo between 1956 and 1980. 

Today, the collections encompass about 2,900 objects, mainly from Central and West Africa, but also from 
Australia, Papua New Guinea, and from other regions of the South Pacific. The collectionsô items are used 
in teaching. Students learn how to handle ethnographic objects according to ethical considerations, how to 
conserve them, and how to design small exhibitions around them. Since 1992, Anna-Maria Brandstetter 
has been the collectionsô curator. 

In 2023 we welcomed many visitors to the collection, among others, students from other departments of 
Mainz university and guests at our department.  

The ñWerkstatt Provenienzforschung: Objekte aus der Ethnografischen Studiensammlungò / ñProvenance 
Research Lab: Objects from the Ethnographic Collectionò is certainly one of the highlights of the various 
activities in 2023. From April 19 to May 16, Anna-Maria Brandstetter transformed the exhibition space 
ñSchule des Sehensò into a ñworkshopò or ñatelierò where she worked and researched with students and 
provenance researchers. The workshop focused on 285 cultural artefacts, all of which were displaced to 
Germany during the German colonial period in Cameroon and are currently being cared for in Mainz. We 
spent a month researching the cultural artefacts, correcting and adding to database entries, etc. Anyone 
and everyone could join in ï or simply drop in and have a chat with the organizers. The talks and discus-
sions during the guided tours for students from history, geography and other departments and university 
staff and the encounters with various visitors revolved around questions of the provenance, the cultural sig-
nificance and the future dealing with the cultural artefacts, including restitution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Photos: A. 

Brandstetter 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1007.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1007.php

