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On-site linguistic research on the 
rural Swahili dialects in Zanzibar

The Swahili language spoken on the East African coast is 

not a single linguistic entity, but has a wide range of 

varieties and variations. This talk presents a part of its 

complex substance and background, based on linguistic 

and non-linguistic observations of the so-called rural 

dialects of Zanzibar.

Makoto Furumoto is a researcher at the Research Institute 

for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo 

University of Foreign Studies. He focuses on the description 

of Swahili dialects in Zanzibar, with the aim of revealing their 

remarkable typological characteristics and elucidating their 

obscure historical background. He is also interested in 

documenting local narratives (including folktales) and 

knowledge.

Weitere Informationen: www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de
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On the wall of a 
house, “You are 
awaited” is painted in 
the local language.
(Photographed by 
Makoto Furumoto, 23 
August 2022,
Tumbatu Gomani, 
Zanzibar).
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