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Erinnerung — individuell, familiär, kollektiv 

(dienstags, 18:15 − 19:45) 
 
 

20. April Studierende des IfEAs/Lehrforschungsgruppe Tansania (Mainz) 
Medienkultur in Tansania. Bericht von einer studentischen Lehrforschung 

27. April Alfred Hornung (Mainz) 
Transnational Life Writing: Barack Obama 

11. Mai Manuel João Ramos (Lissabon) 
Oral memories of an historical trauma: the case of Gondar and Eastern Gojjam, 
Ethiopia 

18. Mai Christiane Reichart-Burikukiye (Berlin) 
Der gezeichnete Körper. Moral, Erinnerung und die Beschneidung von Mädchen 
im kolonialen Kenia, 1900−1940 

25. Mai Kirsten Rüther (Hannover) 
„Here we are and don’t know where we belong“. Erinnerung, Raum, Verwandt-
schaft und perspektivisches Erzählen einer südafrikanischen Familiengeschichte 

1. Juni Sandra Evers (Amsterdam) 
Chagos mo pei: notions of homeland among Chagossian children in Mauritius 

8. Juni Detlef Garz (Mainz) 
Erinnerungen darstellen. Über Relevanzsetzungen in autobiographischen Manu-
skripten 

15. Juni Gesine Krüger (Zürich) 
Dealing with the Past. Erinnerung, Zeugenschaft und Restitution in Südafrika 

22. Juni Udo Hebel (Regensburg) 
Nationale U.S.-amerikanische Erinnerungskultur zwischen Zivilreligion und 
Transnationalisierung 

29. Juni Gabriele Rosenthal (Göttingen) 
Kollektives Gedächtnis und individuelle Erinnerung. Zur Homogenisierung des 
Wir-Bildes von ethnisch Deutschen aus und in der (ehemaligen) Sowjetunion 

6. Juli Ann Rigney (Utrecht) 
Performing memories, making communities 

13. Juli Astrid Erll (Wuppertal) 
Odysseus’ Reisen. Remediation als transkulturelle Erinnerung 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Memory and commemoration: individual, family, collective… 

Practices of memory and commemoration involve a wide range of issues. On the one hand, 
the collective memory, particularly at the nation-state level, is informed by public, official 
history as it is depicted in history books and museums, represented in national monuments or 
other ‘lieux de mémoire’, celebrated in national days as well as canonised and preserved in 
institutions such as national academies and historical commissions. On the other hand, popu-
lar, subaltern, and personal or family historical narratives—supported, for instance, through 
autobiographical writings by (opposition) politicians, or commemorative events organised and 
attended by ‘non-official’ societal groups such as veterans organisations—create a broader 
communicative memory that sometimes complements, and often contradicts the official poli-
tics of memory. Both aspects of memory politics form part of community making and nation 
building. More generally, it is only through active collective memory politics, not ‘retrieving’, 
but (re)constructing and (re)creating the past, that a society imagines itself as a unique nation, 
united beyond manifold internal differences and, at the same time, set apart from other nation-
states or the former colonial powers. This memory making goes hand in hand with often 
heated debates about what should be remembered or forgotten, that reveal the fault lines of 
the nation under construction. At the same time, personal and family memories are not auto-
nomous or merely ‘private’, but shaped by public and collective forms of commemoration as 
well as ‘forgetting’, and the distinction between the various communities or loci of memory 
remains ambiguous and malleable. 

This summer semester’s seminar papers will explore these distinctions, ambiguities and trans-
formations in the making of memory(ies) from a variety of perspectives. While some contri-
butions focus on individual families or smaller communities of commemoration, others ad-
dress practices of national memory making. The papers present case studies that cover differ-
ent locations, ranging from various African countries to the US, Russia and Germany, and 
sometimes follow practices of commemoration along the routes of transnational migration. 
Investigating the specific characteristics of oral history and oral traditions, family narratives 
and personal recollections, forms of autobiographic writing, video and television productions, 
landmarks and festivals, the papers also address the question how different media shape the 
practices of memory and remembrance, and explore processes of remediatisation. Finally, the 
contributors have been trained in various disciplines—anthropology, history, sociology, peda-
gogics, and American and British studies—, and while their research has been shaped by an 
inter- or transdisciplinary perspective, their specific take on the subject will also enable us to 
learn more about how the different disciplines have treated phenomena of memory making. 

 


